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[Mr. Stone presented the petition of William 
s. Arnett and fifty others, citizens of the State 
of Alabama, praying Congress to grant to said 
Arnett eighty acres of land, in consequence of 
pis afflicted situation, occasioned by a wound re- 


ceived whilst fighting the battles of his country, || 


at the plains of New Orleans, in the memorable 
pattle of the 8:h of January, 1815. 


Messrs. MASON, CHANEY, ALEXAN- | 


DER, HARPER, COFFIN, ALLEN, RIDG- 
WAY, DUNCAN, GOODE, HUNTER, GID- 
DINGS, BOND, LEADBETTER, SWEAR- 
INGEN, and SHEPLOR, of Ohio. 

[Mr. Aten presented petitions as follows: 
For the modification of the neutrality law, and 


in relation to the destruction of the steamboat | 


Caroline, from R. Smith and. others, A. Badger | 
and others, D. B. Simmons and others, J. H. 
Jones and others, A, Pardee and others, John 
Wilson and others, J. C. Bunting and others, 
and W. S. Merrill and others; in relation to 
slavery in the District of Columbia, and the | 
slave trade, from Charles Cartle and others, | 
Abraham Conyne and others, J. W. Weld and 
others, Sarah S. Wade and others, and Halsey | 
Hurlbert and others; from S. Woolverton and 
others, of Cleveland, Ohio, praying for the con- 
struction of a steam cutter on Lake Erie; and 
sundry petitions from Cuyahoga and Portage | 
counties, Ohio, for a mail route from Willoughby | 


to Twinsburg. | |] 


Mr. Ripeway presented a memorial from Lewis | 
Howard@ setting forth that, by reason of his great 
bodily fatigue, during his different terms of ser- 
vice in the late war, he contracted a disease in 
his limbs that almost entirely unfitted him for 
any common labor, and, therefore, he is wholly | 
destitute of the means of support for himself and 
family. He therefore prays that his name may 
be placed on the pension roils of the United States 
for life, on such terms as Congress may deem 
equitable and just; which was referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. Also, the peti- 
tion and papers connected with the name of John 
Kelly, of Columbus, Ohio, who applies to Con- 
gress to make him compensation for taking Rich- 
ard H. White and his brother, Henry H. White, 
and delivering them up to the public authorities 
at Washington city, and for other services con- | 
nected therewith; which was referred to the Com- | 
mittee of Claims. 

Mr. Harper presented the petition of Anson | 
Clark and sixty-nine males, and Sebra Everett | 
and fifty-four females, of Hartford and vicinity, | 
in the county of Licking, in Ohio, remonstrating 
against the annexation of Texas to the United | 
States, 

Mr. Corrin presefted the petition of one hun- 
dred and ten males and fifty-six females of Car- | 
rol county, Ohio; of one hundred and nine males 
wid fifty-seven others, females, of said county; 
of one hundred and twenty-one males and fifty- | 
nine females of said county; also, of fifty-two | 
males and forty-two females of the county of 
Columbiana, Ohio; of twelve males and six fe- | 
wales, and of forty-nine males of said county, 
for the abolition of slavery in the District of Co- 
lumbia, and the prohibition of the slave trade | 
between the States; and of five men, praying that | 
the resolution of the present session in relation to | 
~— may be rescinded.] 

| 
1 


Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana. 

Messrs. HEROD, RARIDEN, DUNN, EW- 
ING, WHITE, and GRAHAM, of Indiana. 
(Mr. Warre presented the petition of sundry | 
ciuzens of Porter and Lake counties, Indiana, | 
praying that the benefits of the preémption act 
may be extended to the settlers upon lands re- 
served from sale on accountof the canal land claim 
of Indiana; which was referred to the Committee | 
on Public Lands. Petition of sundry inhabitants | 
of La Porte county, Indiana, for the improvement 
of the harbor at New Buffalo. Remonstrance of | 
Citizens of the town and county of Milwaukee, | 

isconsin, against the confirmation of certain | 
land titles to Levantau and others; which was re- 
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ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims, 
| and ordered that the former remonstrance on same 
| subject be taken from the table and referred to the 
same committee. Also, a communication from 
| the clerk of the district cofirt of the United States 
for the southern district of New York, upon the 
subject of filing transcripts of judgments with the 
clerks of the supreme court of that State; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Raripen presented the petition of citizens 
of De Kalb and Noble counties, in Indiana, of 
| Williams county, Ohio, for a mail route. Aliso, 
| the petition of citizens of De Kalb, for a mail 
| route from New Rochester, via Hixwell, Auburn, 
| Augusta, to Sparta. Also, the petition of citizens 
of Wayne county, Indiana, for the abolition of 
slavery in the District of Columbia, and against 
the annexation of Texas. 


resolutions from the Legislature of Indiana, on 
the subject of the Cumberland road; which were 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, before which the bill for that 
object now is, and moved that they be printed; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. Grauam presented the petition of James 
Fisher and twenty-seven others, citizens of Jen- 
ning county, Indiana, praying Congress to estab- 
| lish a mail route from Rockford, in Jackson coun- 
ty, via Reddington, Azalia, Scipio, and Westport, 
to Greensburg, in Decatur county; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. Also, the petition of two hundred 
and four citizens of Jefferson and Scott counties, 
Indiana, praying the abolition of slavery in the 
District of Columbia and the Territories of the 
United States; to regulate the slave trade among 
| the States; and against the annexation of Texas 
to the United States. Also, the petition of fifty- 
seven citizens of Jefferson county, Indiana, pro- 
testing against the. admission of any new State 
into the Union whose constitution tolerates do- 
mestic slavery, and against the annexation of 
Texas. Also, the petition of twenty eight inhab- 
itants of Jefferson county, Indiana, praying Con- 
gress to regulate the slave trade among the States. 
Also the petition of twenty-eight inhabitants of 
Jefferson county, Indiana, praying the abolition 
of slavery in the District of Columbia. Also, the 
petition of twenty-nine inhabitants of Jefferson 
county, Indiana, protesting against the admission 
of any new State into this Union whose constitu- 
tion tolerates slavery, and against the annexation 
of Texas to the United States. Also, the petition 
of forty-three inhabitants of Jefferson county, [n- 
diana, praying the immediate abolition of slavery 
in the District of Columbia. Also, the petition 
of four inhabitants of Jefferson county, Indiana, 
praying the immediate abolition of traffic in slaves. 
Also, the petition of seventeen inhabitants of Clark 
county, Indiana, praying thatthe trafficin slaves be 
immediately abolished. Also, the petition of four- 
teen inhabitants of Clark county, Indiana, protest- 
ing against the admission of any new State whose 
constitution tolerates slavery, and against the an- 
nexation of Texas. Also, the petition of five citi- 
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enabled to purchase the land on which they re- 
side. Also, resolutions of said Legislature, in- 
structing their delegation in Congress to procure 
at the present session of Congress, the passage 
of a law by that body establishing a permanent 
system of preémption rights, by which the actual 
settlerupon lands of the Government of the United 
States shall have the exclusive privilege of pur- 
chasing at Congress price any quarter section of 
land upon which he may have made an improve- 
ment. Also, that they use their exertions to pro- 
cure the passage of a law providing that the pub- 
lic lands hereafter be sold in limited quantity to 
actual settlers only, and that a reasonable time 
be allowed such settlers to pay for the same; 
which, on his motion, was laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. Mr. C. also presented 
sundry other petitions, which were referred to the 
od committees. 
fessrs. LYON and CRABB, of Alabama. 

Messrs. HARRISON and MILLER, of Mis- 
souri. 

{Mr. Harrison presented the petitions of Mar- 
tin Thomas, praying the allowance of a claim 
against the Government, ascertained and allowed 
by a jury; of Richard B. Bramfield, praying that 
he may be eallowed the five years’ half pay al- 
lowed the widow and children of those killed in 
battle; of Joseph Barclay, asking an appropria- 
tion of muney and land due him for his services 
as a soldier in the late war with Great Britain; of 


|, Noah Coil, that he may be allowed to make a 


| and 


| mittee of Claims. 


change of his entry of land; of Pierre A. La 
forge, praying the passage of a law authorizing 
him to locate certain land certificates; of Samuel 
Gladney, for a preémption; of Johw Cole, for a 
preémption; of James Journey, for the confirma- 
tion of a private land claim. 

Mr. Mircer presented the following petitions 
and papers: the petition of John Ward and 
others, of the State of Missouri, asking the pas- 
sage of a law authorizing the importation, free 
of duty, of the materials necessary for the con- 
struction of two iron steamboats for the naviga- 
tion of the Missouri river; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. Also, the me- 
morial of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of 


| the city of St. Louis, asking an appropriation for 


the improvement of the harbor of St. Louis; 
which was referred to the Committee of Ways 

Means. Also, additional papers belonging 
to the claim of Lewis Bissell, now on the files 
of the House, and heretofore referred to the Com- 
Also, additional papers be- 
longing to the claim of Isaac Ruland, now on the 
files of this Elouse, and heretofore referred to the 


| Committee of Claims. } 


Mr. YELL of Arkansas, presented the petition 
of sundry citizens of Arkansas, praying a change 
of the military road on the frontier, so as to pass 
within the State of Arkansas; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. Also, the 
petition of Colonel J. M. Vare and other officers 


_of Fort Towson, praying that the officers of the 


line of the Army = 
‘| footing with the sta 


zens of Clark county, Indiana, praying the imme- || 


and the slave trade in the 


diate abolition ete 
Iso, the petition of Almon 


District of Columbia. / 


Baldwin and three hundred and fifty citizens of | 


the States bordering on the Ohio river, praying 


Congress to take measures for the construction | 


of an additional canal around the falls of the Ohio, 


on the Indiana side of the river; which was re- | 


ferred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. } 
Mr. WORD, of Mississippi. 


|| Ways and Means. 


Mr. CASEY, of Illinois, presented joint reso- || 


instructing their Senators and requesting their | 


lutions of the Legislature of the State of Illinois, 


Representatives to use their best exertions to 
| procure an appropriation sufficient to put all the 


unsurveyed lands in the State of Illinois under | 


immediate contract, and that the 
Commissioner of the General Lan 
| cessity of prompt attention to this subject, in 





urge on the | 
Office the ne- 


‘ order that the numerous settlers thereon may be | 


be placed upon an equal 
of the same grade, ae. 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. Also, the petition of James W. Spiny 
and others, praying for the right of preémption to 
certain lands in the State of Arkansas? which was 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 
Also, a memorial from the Arkansas Legislature, 
praying an appropriation to open the Arkansas 
river; which was referred to the Committee of 
Also, a memorial from the 


Arkansas ve eH praying an appropriation 


| to complete the Memphis and Little Rock road; 


which was referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals. 


Mr. CRARY, of Michigan, presented the fol- 


lowing petitions: of E. A. Theller, setting forth 


that he is an Irishman by birth, but has long been 
a citizen of the United States; thatin 1838 he en- 
gaged in the struggle for Canadian liberty, was 
captured in the province of Upper Canada, takeu 
to Toronto, tried, condemned and sentenced for 
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high treason, on the ground * that no subject of ! 


Great Britain cen ever expatriate himself.” He 


now appeals to Congress for the passage of a law, | 


or the adoption of measures, that will give natu- 
ralized citizens the same protection as is given to 
those df native birth. Also,a petition fora mail 
route from Jonesville to Lafayetue; for the im- 
provement of the harbor atthe mouth of North 
Black river; for the improvement of the harbor at 
Kort Sheldon; of Kt. F. Doane, for liberty to relo- 
cate ao eighty acre lot of land; forthe division of 
the Grand River land district; for a mail route 
from Spring Arbor to Moscow.] 

Mr. DOTY, of Wisconsin, presented the fol- 
lowing petitions and memorials: a memorial of 
citizens of Racine county, praying an appropria- 
tion for a road from Racine to the Mississippi; 
also, for the survey of a railroad from Lake Mich- 
igan to the Mississippi river. Proceedings of a 
meeting of citizens of Sinipee, in favor of a rail- 
road from Lake Michigan to the Mississippi. 
Proceedings of a meeting of citizens of Racine 
€ounty, in favor of a railroad from Racine to the 
Mississippi, and remonstrating against the con- 
struction of a railroad from Milwaukee to the 
Mississippi; also, proceedings of said meeting, 
disapproving of sundry recommendations of the 
Gavernor of Wisconsin, contained in his late 
message to the Legislative Assembly. Also, 
twenty-one memorials, heretofore presented, from 
citizens of Wisconsin, praying for the improve- 
mentof the Pekatonica, Wisconsin, Neenah, Pis- 
taka, Mississippi, and Rock rivers; for a ship 
caual from Sheboygan to Fond du Lac, for a road 
from Fort Winnebago to Fort Howard; for a 
road from Lake Michigan tothe Mississippi; for 
a road from Southport to Rock river; for a road 
from Sauk Harbor to Dekorree, on the Wiscon- 
sin, and sundry other roads in said Territory. 
Also, the petition of inhabitants of Milwaukee, 
praying the passage of an act to confirm the pre- 
emption of Jaques Jean Viean. Also, the peu- 
tion of inhabitants of Wisconsin, praying an ap- 
propriation for a harbor at Milwaukee, 

ae. CHAPMAN, of Lowa. 

Mr. WHII'TLESEY, of Connecticut. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. UNDBRWOOD, on leave, submitted the | 


following resoluuon; which was read and agreed 
to: 


Resolved, That the Seeretary of the Treasury be directed 
to inform this House whetherany, and if any, what kind of 
fandsa have been faruished Willtam E. Woodruff, pension 
agent for the State of Arkansas, for the payment of pen- 
sions since the suspension of specie payments by the banks 
iu May, 18373 and that the Comunissioner of Pensions be di- 
recied to furnish this [louse with copies of the correspond 
cnee between bimself and said Woodruff in the years 1837 
ond 1838, upon the subject of tte funds furnished the latter 
for the payment of pensions. 


Mr. STANLY, on leave, submitted the follow- 
ing resolution; which was read and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury communi- 
cate to this House what amount of gold and silver has been 
coined at the braneh mint in Charlotte, North Carolina, 
since it has been in operation, specifying how much has 
been coined each year, and also what las been the annual 


expense of the branch mint; and that the Secretasy of the | 


‘Treasury be also requested to inform this House what 
amount will be, as near as ean be estimated, necessary for 
additional expense of machinery, or of persons*to be em- 
ployed, if a law shall be passed directing the coinage of 
emall change atthe branch mintin North Carolina, as de- 
sired by the Legislature of North Carolina. 


Mr. DOWNING, on leave, submitted the fol- | 


‘owing resolution; which was read and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canals in- 


quire into the expediency of making appropriations for re- | 


pairing the following military roads in Florida: From Jack- 


ronville, by N@sau Court House, to Waterman’s Biuff, on | 


St. Mary’s river; from Jacksonville, by Biack Creek, to 
Newville. 


Mr. CHAPMAN, of Iowa, submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution; which was read and agreed to: 


the survey of the boundary line between the State of Mis- 


souri and the Territory of Towa, be printed under the di- |! 


rection of the Topographical Bureau. 
NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, gave notice that 
he would, on to-morrow, ask leave to introduce 


a bill for taking the next census of the United | 


States. 


On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY, the House 
adjourned till eleven o’clock. 
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IN SENATE. 
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A namber of bills from the House of Repre- 


sentatives were read twice, and referred to the 
appropriate committees. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented a commu- 
rieation from the Secretary of War, transmitting 
a general return of the militia of the United States. 

Mr. WALL presented the credentials of Hon. 
Samvet L. Sovurnarp, elected by the Legislature 
of New Jersey a Senatgy from that State for six 
years from the 4th of March next; which were 


read. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. PIERCE presented the memorial of Colonel 
Many and others, officers of the line of the Army, 
stationed at Fort Jesup. 


Mr. P. said, before taking the question on the | 
reference, he desired to ask for this memorial the | 


early consideration of the committee to which it 
would be appropriately referred, and, for a few 
minutes, the attention of the Senate at this time. 

The memoria®referred to a subject which was 
discussed to some extent here at the last session, 
and on which he believed there was, at that time, 
hardly a difference of opinion, namely, the relative 
pay of the officers of the line of the Army and 
the staff. The Army bill of the last session, so 
called, did not attract the attention of Senators 
generally until a very late period of its progress; 


and you will remember, sir, under what circum- | 


stances the little discussion which it bad here 
took place; 
be amended; it must be taken as a whole, as it 


| was presented, or be lost. 
He thought he was warranted in saying that it | 
owed its passage to these circumstances: the un- | 
quiet state along the whole line of your frontier— | 


eastern, northern, and southern—the supposed 
hostile disposition of the Indians west of the Mis- 
sissippi—and the fact that it included among its 
provisions one for the increase of the admitted 
incompetent and insufficient force of the rank and 


file of the army of four thousand five hundred | 


men, Some of the provisions of that bill, it is 


| notorious, found no favor in this Senate; but, 


strong as were the objections to the bill, some of 
which he attempted at that time to state, he had 
no disposition to notice now any except the one 
particularly alluded to in the memorial. It was 
known to the Senate, but it might not be gener- 


ally known that a colonel in the staff, stationed | 


permanently in this city, received twenty-five 
dollars per month ifiore than an officer of the same 
grade, exposed, not only to all the dangers and 
hardships of the field, but to the extra expenses 
incident to frequent changes of station and ser- 
vice. ‘The same disparity was true of the lieuten- 


ant colonels, and still more with regard to captains. | 


The young officers who have been promoted to 
this rank in the staff receive thirty-five dollars 
per month, $420 per year, more than the veterans 
in the line; one of whom, at least, up to the last 


session of Congress, had served, and with the | 


highest credit as an officer, since 1808, said at 
that time to be the oldest captain in the world. 
How this might be he knew not, but there were 


‘a multitude of old and meritorious officers in that 


grade, officers who had done sufficient service to 


| warrant them in protesting against this unjust 
distinction in favor of those who were in their || 


childhood when they were fighting the battles of 
their country, during the late war with Great 


| Britain. 


His main object in saying a word on the pre- 
sentation of the memorial, was to place it in a 
true light, and to call the attention of the Senate 
to its honorable tone and spirit. The officers of 
the line of the Army were not here begging for 
an increase of pay; they preferred no claim, but 


Resolved, That the drawing accompanying the report of | respectfully asked what was respectively and sub- 


stantially right. He could not so perfectly do 
justice to them, as by reading from their memo- 
After setting forth the operation of the bill 


‘* Now we hope your honorable bodies will understand 
distioctly, that itis not the amount of compensation con- 


ferred to which we advert, but it is the distinction wiich | 
this act makes in favor of those particular departments of 


service ; and which, as it degrades us in the scale of mili- 


tury Worthiness, we pray your honorable bodies to re- 


oni 


move 


it is the distinction, the invidious and unjust | 


t was at a stage when it could not | 


February 5, 
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distinction, of which the officers of the line com, 
plain, not the amount of compensation. No, ¢;, 
although they have stood on the same footing j; 
| relation to pay since 1791, (rations only exeey. 
}ed,) while you have increased the pay of 4), 
| Navy, of the clerks in your different bureaus, o¢ 
the staff, and indeed, I believe, of all your officers. 
| with this single exception, they would probabjy 
| have remained silent but for this cause, whjeci 
| in my judgment, makes it their duty to address 
| you, 
|” One or two other paragraphs from their mempo- 
| vials 
“The operation of the act of the Sth of July last, ys 
' 

| 


been to give the officers of the staif corps a very remark. 

able and unequal rate of promotion and compensation 

when compared with that of the officers of the line.” ” 

“- If there were good reasons, growing out of their par. 
|| ticular duties or stations, for the marked difference in theig 

favor, we should rejoice that the liberality of the Goyerp. 
ment had been extended to them; but the facts on those 
points are directly in opposition to the bounty which has 
been bestowed.”’ 

They say a very remarkable and unequal rate 
of promotion, as well as compensation, has been 
bestowed upon the staff. The probable tardiness 
‘| of promotion in the staff corps has sometimes 
been urged as a reason for additional pay—sip. 
'| gularly urged. The statement of the memorial js 
'| correct. The officers in the staff department have, 
|| by the very operation of the bill of the last ses. 
|| sion, obtained more promotion than they would 
|| probably have obtained in the line of the Army 
lif they had remained there till they were sixty 
years old. Am TI not correct? Let me give an 
| illustration. There was an officer promoted in 
:| the staff, by the operation of the bill of last ses- 
sion, who is now a full colonel, with the rank of 
brigadier general, who was a lieutenant in 18]8. 
| A meritorious and worthy officer, he believed; 
but where would he have found his rank in the 
line of the Army had he remained there? Cer- 
| tainly not higher than the grade of captain. 
So far as he was capable of judging, every 
| statement and deduction in this memorial was |it- 
|| erally correct. The complaints were -just, and 

deserve our consideration. Lf you will not level 
up, level down. There can be no doubt that the 
distinction, if any be made, should be in favor of 
the officers of the line; outall they ask is equality, 
and this is demanded alike by every cousidera- 
tion of justice and policy. 

The memorial was then referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, presented petitions, 
numerously signed by citizens of Steuben and 
De Kalb counties, Indiana, and of Branch and 
Hillsdale counties, Michigan, on the subject of 
post roads, 

Mr. S. said, previous to making any disposi- 
tion of the petitions, he desired to ask the chair- 
man of the committee whether it was the intention 
of the committee to act on the subject at the pres- 
ent session? 

Mr. ROBINSON said it was not. The Depart- 
| ment was not ina condition, to make any new 
| routes at the present session. 
| Mr. SMITH said he would ask to lay the pe- 
titions and plats upon the table, to be referred 
| and acted upon at the next session; which was 
'| ordered. 
|| Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of 
‘| Mary E. Shaw and executors of John E. Shaw; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
| Claims, to which was referred the following bills, 
| reported the same without amendment, and with 
| a recommendation in favor of their passage: 

| An act for the relief of Nathaniel Mitchell; 

| An act forthe relief of John C. Alexander; and 
| An act for the relief of William Colt and Wil- 
| 


' 
i 
| 
} 


} 
} 
! 
‘ 


| 
| 








liam Donaldson, 

Mr. H. asked that the Committee on Claims be 
‘ discharged from the further consideration of the 
|| act for the relief of Thomas Murray, and that it 
‘| be referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs; 
|| which was agreed to. 
| Mr. H. also, from the same committee, 
| which the act for the relief of Daniel Snyder, and 
|| the act for the relief of Ebenezer Lobdell were re- 
|| ferred, reported the same without amendment, 
with a recommendation that they do not pass. 
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Mr. H., from the same committee, asked to be | 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
memorial of William Walls, and the petition of 
Nicholas Buckner; which was agreed to, 
” Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, asked that it be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the petition of George Mc- 
Call, and that the petitioner have leave to with- 
draw his papers; which was agreed to. ae Any 

Mr. P. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the memorials of Andrew Bean, | 
widow of James B. Stafford, James Parker, 
widow of Samucl Rogers, and Azariah Webb, 
severally, asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration thereof; which was agreed to. 

Mr. P., from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
towhich was referred the bill for the relief of 
Thomas McClellan and James Smith, reported 
the same without amendment, and with a recom- 
mendation in favor of its passage. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which was referred the bill for the 
relief of Jesse E. Dow, reported the same with- 
out amendment, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to which was referred the bill to provide 
for the location and temporary support of the 
Seminole Indians removed from Florida, reported 
the same without amendment. 

After some remarks from Mr. S. showing the 
necessity of the prompt passage of the bill, it was 
taken up for consideration, and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. STRANGE, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which was referred the act for the 
relief of Sarah H. B. Stith, and the act for the 
relief of William Saunders and William R. Porter, 
sureties of William Estis, reported the same 
without amendment, and with a recommendation 
that they do not pass. 

Mr.S. also, from the same committee, reported 
the bill for the relief of certain heirs and legal 
representatives of James Wilson, with an amend- 
ment 

Mr. LUMPKIN, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, to which was referred the bill for 
the relif of ‘Thomas T. Triplett, reported the 
same with an amendment. ° 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Claims, to which was referred the 
memorial of John Fulford, asked to be discharged | 
from the further consideration thereof; which || 
was agreed to, 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judi- | 
ciary, to which was referred the bill for the relief 
of Polly Lining, executrix of Charles Lining, 
deceased, who was executor of Edward Blake, 
deceased, reported the same without amendment. | 

Mr. W., from the same committee, to which |} 
was referred the bill for the relief of Daniel Ward || 
and George Ficklin, reported the same without | 
amendment, and with a recommendation that it 
do not pass. , 

Mr. W., from the same committee, to which 
was referred the petition of a number of mer- |) 
chants of the city of New York, to make the Gov- || 
ernment liable for costs of suit to the same extent | 
as individuals, asked to be discharged from the 
further consideration thereof; which wasagreed to. || 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. LINN, on leave, and in pursuance of notice | 
given, introduced a bill to authorize the Washing- | 
ton County Turnpike Company of Missouri, to — 
construct a road over the public lands; which was 
read twice and referred to the Committee on || 


Roads and Canals. | 
Mr. STRANGE, on leave, and in pursuance |, 
of notice given, introduced a bill to amend an act || 
entitled an act to prohibit the importation of slaves || 
into any port in the jurisdiction of the United | 
States; which was read twice and referred to the | 
Committee on Commerce. \| 
An act making appropriations for the payment i 
of the Revolutionary and other pensioners of the | 
United States, was taken up, and ordered to be 1 
eagrossed for a third reading. \| 
_ The bill for the relief of Alvarez Fisk, and the || 
egal representatives of Thomas P. Eskridge; and | 
The bill for the relief of the legal representatives || 
of John J. Bulow, were read a third time and || 
passed. | 
ARMED OCCUPATION OF FLORIDA. 


On motion of Mr. BENTON the bill for the |, 


} 
| 


armed occupation and settlement of Florida was 
taken up and discussed by Messrs. BENTON, 
PRESTON, and LINN. 


After an executive session, the Senate ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Tvespay, February 5, 1839. 


Some conversation took place between Messrs. | 


EVERETT, ADAMS, and the CHAIR, relative 


to certain entries on the Journal of yesterday, 
after which, 


Mr. ADAMS moved to correct the entry rela-_ 


tive to the petition presented yesterday, by Mr. 
Moone, from citizens of the District of Colum- 
bia, praying Congress to give no countenance or 
support to the Abolitionists. The Journal set 
forth that Mr. Moore made a brief statement of 
the contents of the petition, and that then it was 
laid on the table. Mr. A. moved to amend this 
entry thus: 

“While Mr. Moore was making a brief statement of the 
contents of said petition, he was called to order by the 
Speaker, who decided that he was not in order; and the 
petition was sent tothe Clerk’s table, no order of the House 
being taken thereon.”’ 

Mr. A. asked for the yeas and nays on his 
motion; but they were refused, 

Mr. DROMGOOLE suggested to the gentle- 
man so to modify his motion as to make it appear 
that Mr. Moore was called to order for depart- 
ing from the rules, whereas his amendment would 
imply that the gentleman from New York had 
been called to order for complying wit’ the rules, 

Mr. THOMPSON said he had called the gen- 
tleman to order on the very ground that, instead 
of making a brief statement, he was addressing 
an argument to the House. 

Mr. ADAMS would consent to any modifica- 


tion, so that the main fact was preserved, viz: 


that Mr. Moore was called to order while making 
a brief statement. 

Mr. TOUCEY moved to amend Mr. Apams’s 
motion by stating the fact that Mr. Moore was 
called to order for entering into the discussion of 
the merits of the petition, instead of confining 
himself to a brief statement thereof. 

Mr. CRAIG believed the present entry on the 
Journal to represent the facts as correctly as they 
could be; and in order to test the sense of the 
House, he moved to lay the whole subject on the 
table. 

Mr. ADAMS called for the yeas and nays, 
but they were not ordered; and the motion of 
Mr. A. was laid on the table without a division. 


STATE OF THE FINANCES. 
Mr. HAYNES made an ineffectual motion to 


induce the House to go into committee again on | 


the President’s annual! message. 
Mr. INGHAM then obtained the floor, and 
called the attention of the House to the fact, that 


| about three weeks ago a number of bills relating 


to the Navy were reported from the Committee 
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the Federal Government. He avowed himeclf 
ready to meet that question, both on the ground 
of expediency and constitutionality, but his re- 
marks were mainly directed in defense of the ap- 
propriations for harbors and light-houses on tie 
northern lakes. Before he concluded, the ordere 


of the ~ were called for, to which the House 
proceeded. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of War, inclosing 
reports of the Secretary of the Treasury aud 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, in answer to a 
resolution of the House of Representatives of the 
14th ultimo, giving a statement of the number of 
Indians annually removed from the eastern to the 
western side of the Mississippi. 

Also, a communication from the Sceretary of 
War, in obedience to an act of Congress of the 
2d March, 1833, inclosing abstracts of the general 
returns of the militia of the United States, and 
of their arms, accouterments, and ammunition, 
for the year 1838, 

Also, a communication from the Postmaster 
General, in compliance with a resolution of the 
House of the 28th ultimo, inclosing a statement 
of the number of failures in the ordinary and ex- 
press mails, distinguishing between the said mail 
to and from the city of New Orleans, within the 
last six months, the causes of the said failures, 
and the steps adopted by him to prevent the re- 
currence of such failures. 

Also, a communication from the Postmaster 
General, in reply to a resolution adopted by the 
House of Representatives on the 8th July, 1838, 
giving information as to what number of addi- 
tonal clerks was emploved by that Department 
to answer the various calls for information at that 
session. 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of 
the Navy, in answer to a resolution of the House 
of Representatives of the 28th ultimo, giving in- 
formation as to certain charges alleged to have 
been preferred by Samuel Etheridge against Cap- 
tain JD. Elliott; which communications were 
severally ordered to lie on the table, and be print- 
ed; except the second, which was referred to the 
Committee on the Militia, 


SENATE BILLS REFERRED. 


A large number of bills from the Senate, on 
the Speaker’s table, were then taken up, read 
twice, and referred to their appropriate standing 
committees. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House 
went into Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, (Mr. Banxs in the chair,) and re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill making ap- 


| propriations for the support of the Army of the 
| United States, for the year 1839. 


of the Whole, and now had their place on the || 


Speaker’s table, where they were likely to remain; 
for he despaired of reaching them in the regular 
order of business, and he therefore moved that 
they be now taken up; but the motion was dis- 
agreed to, 

The unfinished business of the morning was 


| then resumed, being the motion of Mr. Camsre- 
| Lene to amend a statement appended to the re- 
|| port of the Committee of Ways and Means on |, 
| the state of the finances. 


The question pending was the motion of Mr. 


BipDLe to recommit the report, with instructions | 


to correct any other errors in the report. 

Mr. BRIGGS concluded his remarks in reply 
to Mr. Ruert, and in defense of former appro- 
priations for works of internal improvement, a 
protective tariff, &c. 

Mr. MARVIN then moved to amend the in- 
structions by adding further instructions to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, to report the 
usual bills, according to the estimates which have 
been furnished in the President’s message and 
accompanying documents. 

Mr. M. then entered into a review of the re- 
port generally, condemning especially that ook 
of it which related to the improvement of har- 


The question pending was on the motion of 


| Mr. Mason, of Virginia, to increase the clause 


for national armories from $300,000 to $360,000. 
Mr. CALHOUN, of Massachusetts, was en- 


titled to the floor, but he yielded it to 


Mr. THOMPSON, who addressed the House 
in a general attack upon the last and present Ad- 
ministrations, 

The amendment of Mr. Mason was then re- 


_jected—ayes thirty-seven, noes not counted. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG moved to amend the 
bill by adding the following items: 


For surveying and opening the western frontier military 
road, being the balance of an appropriation earried tw the 
surplus fund, $52,125 67. 

or completing the barracks at Savannah, Georgia, heing 


|| the amount expended out of the general appropriation for 


the quarte:master’s department, and to enable the ae- 
counting officers of the Treasury to close ti.e accounts, 
$18,588 82. 

For completing the barracks at Fort Severn, Maryland, 
being the amount expended out of the general appropria 
tion of the quartermaster’s department, and to enable the 
accounting Otlieers ef the Treasury tu ciose the accounts, 
$9,029 53. 


, After some inquiries of Mr. GARLAND, of 
Louisiana, as to the necessity of the reappropria- 
tion, and replies and explanations by Mr. CAM- 


| BRELENG, the amendments were rejected. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, moved the fol- 


| lowing amendment; which was not agreed tr: 
bors and rivers, and defended the scheme of || 


For completing Fort Livingston, at Grande Terre, in the 


carrying on works of internal improvement by || State of Louisiana, $20,0v0. 
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Mr. MERCER moved to amend the bill by in- 
serting: 

Por «urveys of a civil and military character connected 
with the defense of the Auantic and western frontiers, and, 
the improvement of harbors, roads, and rivers, $500,000. 


After some conversation between Messrs, 
Camenecenc and Mercer, as to the propriety of 
the amendment, the quesuon was taken; and it 
was rejected, 

Mr. MASON, of Virginia, offered the follow- 
ing amendment: 

For improvement of the buildings and machinery of the 
musket armory at Harper's Ferry, $35,400. 

Por improvement of the buildings and machinery of the 
rifle works at Harper's Ferry, $14,600. | 


Mr. PETRIKIN raised a question of order; | 
but the amendment was declared by the Chair to 
be in order. 

Mr. PICKENS remonstrated against consider- 
ing estimates from the Department as having any 
authoritative influence to induce the House to | 
grant appropriations. 

Mr. MASON disclaimed having quoted them 
with any such view; and went on to state the necd 
there was, from the existing state of the estab- 
lishment at Harper's Ferry, for the adoption of 
such an amendment. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY opposed the amend- 
ment, because it had not been reported by the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG explained why the pro- 
— appropriation had rot been included in the 

ill. 

The question being put, the amendment was 
rejected. 

Mr. MERCER moved to insert an item of 
$30,000 for the prosecution of surveys; but it was 
rejected without a division. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY then submitted the fol- 
lowing, to come in as additional sections of the 


bill: 


Sec.—. And he it further enacted, That no commissioned 
Offiver belonging to the Army of the Unned States, or at- 
tached to the Army in any manner whatever, under pay, 
shall receive any pay or rations for his services as such, ex 
cept while he is at his post or command, except when pre 
vented from attending by sickness; and, betore receiving 
his pay, be shall furnish the paymaster, or such other per 
eon as may be legally authorized to pay him, with a true 
statement of the date when he joined bis command or took 
hia station, and the time he continued regularly at it, and 
the time, if any, he was prevented from attending to his 
regular duties on account of sickne-s; and he shail and 
may, upon such statement, receive such full pay per month 
or year as now is, or may hereatter be, allowed by law, and 
no more. 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That so much of an act 
passed at the second session of the Twenty-Fith Congress, 
entitied ** An act to increase the military c-tablishmeut ot 
the United States, and tor other purposes,”’ as intcreases the 
number of commissioned officers of the Army, aud so much 
of said act as increases the pay of any officer attached to 
the Army, and so much of said act as increases the non- 
commissioned officers, musicians and privates, and all and 
every part of said act that increases the expenses of our 
military establishment be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 

Sec, —. And be it further enacted, That, on the request 
of any Governor of a State or Territory, who may call on 
the Executive of the United States for such military force 
as he may deem proper and actually necessary to protect 
the lives or property of the citizens of his State or Territory, 
the President may accept of such number of volunteer 
troops, from said State or Territory, to be raised, officered, 
and organized under the laws of such State or Territory, 
for any time not exceeding twelve months, as he may deem 
sufficient to protect the lives and property of the citizens 
of such State or Territory, and maintain and defend the 
national henor and character; and should there not be a 
sufficient number of such volunteers in such State or Ter- 
ritory, then such volunteers from such other States or Ter 
ritory as may offer their services, may be accepted upon the 
same terms and conditions; and in no case whatever shall | 
such volunteers ever be placed under the command of any 
officer of the regular Army of the Un ted States without 
their own consent, and that consent subject to be revoked 
by them at any and all umes. Such voiunteers to be en- | 
titled, while in-service, to such pay and emoluments as the | 
tro »ps of the regular army now are or may be entitled to | 
receive. 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That all such volun- 





own private business free of postage. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG insisted that the amend- | 
ment was not in order, being not a modification | 
of an existing law, but an entirely new law. 

The CHAIRMAN acquiesced in this opinion, | 
and ruled the amendment out of order. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the com- 
mittee rose and reported the bill and amendments 
to the House. 

The amendments being concurred in, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG renewed the first of his | 
amendments, offered by him in commitiee; which | 
was agreed to. 


| ously signed by citizens residing on the northern 


|| reservation in the State of Alabama; which was 
teers, soldiers, no »-commissioned officers, musicians, and || 
privates, shall receive and send all their own letters on their | 


| _ Mr. MERCER also renewed his amendment; f 


pending which, 
On motion, the House adjourned. | 


IN SENATE. | 
Wenpwnespay, February 6, 1839. 
Mr. LINN presented several memorials of in- 
dividuals, for confirmation of lots in the town of 
Prairie du Chien; which were referred to the Com- | 
mittce on Private Land Claims. ‘wer 
Mr. MORRIS presented a memorial, numer- 


and western frontier of the United States, sug- 
gesting the propriety of authorizing the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to construct a steam rev- 
enue cutter for service on the lakes; which he 
asked might be referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Mr. KING remarked that the Secretary of the | 
Treasury had already the power, if he deemed it 
proper to exercise it, toconstruct a steamboat for | 
the collection of the revenue; but inasmuch as it | 
would involve some additional expense, it might 
be desirable for Congress to express an opinion 
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as to the propriety of the measure, and this he | 


would endeavor to obtain at some not very re- | 
mote period, 

The petition was then referred. 

Mr. PRENTISS presented memorials for the 
abolition of slavery and the slave trade in the 
District of Columbiaand between the States, &c. 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, of Missis- 
sippi, the motion of reception was laid on the 
table. ° 

Mr. KING presented a memorial, signed by 
numerous citizens of Florida, enumerating many 
advantages which would result from a connection 
between the Tennessee river and Mobile bay by 
railroad; which was laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed, 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported the following bills, severally, 
with an amendment: 

An act for the relief of William Marcus; and 

An act for the relief of John Dougherty. 

Mr. F. also, from the same committee, re- 
ported the following bills, severally, without 
amendment: F 

An act for the relief of Enoch Matson; 

An act for the relief of the heirs and assignees 
of Peter Alba, deceased; and . 

An act for the rélief of Solomon Sturgess, as- | 
signee of Rezin Frazier. 

Mr. MOUTON, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which the same had been re- 
ferred, reported the following bills without amehd- | 
ment: | 

The bill for the relief of Paul Poissot; and 
The bill for the relief of J. Eloi Rachal. 

| 
| 


Mr. MORRIS, from the Committee on Pen- | 
sions, asked to be discharged fom the further | 
consideration of the petition of William Lefevre; | 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on Rev- | 
olutionary Claims, asked to be discharged from | 
the further consideration of the petitions of the 
widow of Thomas Crooks and the heir of John | 
Goggin; which was agreed to. 


Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, from the Committee || 


on Pubiie Lands, reported a bill for the relief of 





| February 6, 


trict of Columbia; which was read, and order 


to a second reading. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERREp. 


On motion of Mr. ALLEN, the papers in po. 
lation to theclaim of John McCartney were taken 
from the files of the last session, and referred t, 
the Committee on Claims, 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the Petition 
and papers of Mrs. Mary W. Thompson, widoy 
of Colonel Alexander Thompson, were permjtieg 
to be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, 


SLAVERY QUESTION. 


Mr. MORRIS submitted a resolution direetins 
the Committee on the Judiciary to inquire int, 
certain matters pertaining to the institution of 
slavery in the States and Territories, and to re. 
port thereon to the Senate; which he moved 
should be laid on the table and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. HUBBARD said he hoped that the Sep. 
ate would not, at this late period of the session 
be called upon to act upon the resolution just pre- 
sented by the Senator from Ohio. This subject 
has been before repeatedly brought to the notice 
of both Houses of Congress. He was entirely 
opposed to the consideration of this resolution at 
this time. He could not believe that the Senate 
would undertake to discuss this agitating ques- 
tion at this period of its session. He had, ever 
since he had been a member of the Senate, op. 


| posed all action upen the subject of abolishing 


| slavery in the District of Columbia. 


He had re- 


| peatedly expressed his views upon this matter, 
and he had invariably urged it upon the Senate 
| that it was a matter of policy, if not of duty, to let 


| this whole sybject alone. 
|, this Capitol, his friend, one of the Representa- 
|| tives from the State he had the honor in part to 


At thegother end of 


represent, felt it to be his duty to offer sundry 
resolutions in relation to the subject of slavery, 
These resolutions have been fully discussed 
through the public press; and notwithstanding 
their author has received the most unmeasured 
abuse from particular public journals, yet he was 
free to say that he (Mr. H.) most sincerely 


,concurred with his friend in every sentiment 


expressed by him in those resolutions; and he 
might add that a great majority of the constitu- 
ents of his friend, he had reason to believe, were 
prepared fully to sustain him in the course he 
had pursued upon thissubject. With these opin- 
ions he could not consent to consider the subject 
at this time. He was now, ashe had heretofore 


been, wholly opposed to the consideration of this 


matter. He would not, unsolicited by those 
whose interests are to be affected by this pro- 
ceeding, act in any way upon the subject em- 
braced in the resolution of the Senator from 
Ohio. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, inquired if it would 


, not be in order to move that the resolution should 


John S. Wilson; which was read twice. 1 


Mr. C. also, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the petition of Charles G. 
Gunter, reported a bill to relinquish the rever- 
sionary interest of the United States to a certain | 


read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. RIVES, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which was referred the bill for the re- 
lief of Ezekiel Jones, reported the same without 
amendment. 
Mr. ROANE, from the Committee on the 

| 
| 


District of Columbia, to which was referred the 
memorial of the Friendship Fire Company of 
Alexandria, asked to be discharged from the 
further consideration thereof; which was agreed 
to. 

Mr. R. also, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the memorial of the directors 
of the Georgetown College, reported a bill to 


‘ incorporate the Georgetown College, in the Dis- 


not be received. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the rule of the 
Senate, directing that resolutions submitted by 
members of that body should be received, was 
positive, and did not admit of any question. 
Senators who objected to the resolution would 
have an opportunity to-morrow, when it came up 
for consideration, to move for its rejection; that tt 
might be laid on the table, or for its indefinite 
postponement. 

Mr. FOSTER expressed his surprise that the 
Senate had not the power by an instantaneous 
vote to refuse to receive the motion. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, said that in analogous 
cases leave was asked and granted before propo- 
sitions could be submitted to the Senate, and in- 
stanced the case of a Senator who wished to 1n- 
troduce a bill. In that case leave was asked, and 
the question propounded was, should leave be 
granted, and the power of granting leave implies 
the power of refusing it. This principle, he 
thought, was also applicable to the reception of 
resolutions, and that the Senate had power to re- 
ject any proposition they thought proper. It 1s 
possible to conceive a case where a Rte 
might be submitted which was abusive or libelous 
of the Senate itself. Would they have no power 
in such a case to reject it? He merely put this 


to illustrate his position, that the Senate was not 
bound to entertain every proposition submitted 
to it. As the question would again come up 
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morrow, he would not consume the time of the 
Senate by discussing it further at present. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the rules of the 
Senate admitted of no doubt on the subject. The 
members of the body, in submitting resolutions, 
acted on their responsibility to the Senate and the 
country for the proper or improper exercise of the 
right, and in this differed from individuals whose 

‘titions were presented in this body. While the 
ruleexisted there could be no question of the right. 
if it was the wish of the Senate to alter the rule, 
he would with pleasure conform to it, as his only 
object was to perform the duty of Presiding Offi- 
cer with strictness and impartiality. 

Mr. MORRIS withdrawing the proposition to 
print, the resolution was laid on the table. 


BILLS PASSED. 


The following bills were read the third time and 

assed: 

An act making appropriations for the payment 
of revolutionary and other pensioners of the Uni- 
ted States for the year 1839; and 

An act to provide for the location and tempo- 
rary support of the Seminole Indians removed | 
from Florida, 

The bill for the relief of Joseph Paxson was 
taken up; and the question on its engrossment 
was decided in the negative—ayes 14, noes 15. 

So the bill was rejected. 


ARMELP OCCUPATION OF FLORIDA. 


On motion of Mr. BENTON, the Senate re- | 
sumed the consideration of the bill providing for 
the armed occupation of that, part of the Terri- | 
tory of Florida which is overrun by hostile In- 
dians. 

Mr. BENTON submitted some amendments to | 
improve the details of the bill; which were | 
adopted; after which, 

Mr. PRESTON observed, that, as the chair- 
man of the committee yesterday expressed a wish | 
that some motion should be made to test the sense 
of the Senate on the general principles of this bill, 
he would now move that it be indefinitely post- | 

oned, 

Mr. BENTON called for the yeas and nays on 
the question; which, being ordered, the motion 
prevailed—yeas 23, nays 19; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, Crittenden, 
Davis, Foster, Knight, McKean, Merrick, Morris, Prentiss, 
Preston, Rives, Robbins, Robinson, Ruggles, Smith of In- | 
diana, Spence, Strange, Swift, Tallmadge, Webster, White, | 
and Young—23, 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, | 
Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Lump- 
kin, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Sevier, Smith of 
Cn Wail, Williams of Mississippi, and Wright— 
] 


Mr. ROBINSON moved a reconsideration of 
the vote just taken, stating that, not being within 
the Chamber when the question was propounded, 
he voted under a misapprehension, and believed | 
that he was voting for the bill. 

Messrs. BENTON and LUMPKIN spoke in | 
favor of the reconsideration. 

After which, on taking the question, the re- 
consideration was ordered, without a division; 
and the bill was laid on the table till to-morrow. 

The following bills were severally read the 
second time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a | 
third reading: i! 

A bill granting to the State of Illinois the right | 
. way through the public lands of the United 

tates; 


A bill for the benefit of the Selma and Ten- | 
| 


nessee Railroad Company; 

A bill for the relief of Captain Snodgrass’s 
ere of Alabama volunteers; 
a bill to regulate the pay-of masters in the 
avy; ; 


| 
A bill for the relief of John McCloud; | 
A bill to establish a pension agency at Mont- | 
pelier, in the State of Vermont; and 

A bill for the relief of Ephraim Sprague. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


_Mr. WRIGHT submitted the following mo- | 
tion; which was read, and ordered to be printed: 


Resolved, That the bill before the Senate entitled “ An 
act for the relief of the | representatives of John J. 
Bulow, jr., deceased,” and ail other bills before the Senate 
providing for the payment of claims of sufferers by the late 
indian wars in the Terri of Fiorida, and in the States 
of Tennessee, Georgia, and Alabama, be recommitted to 
the Committee on Claims, with instructions that the com- | 


j 
} 
j 


| 





| 


| information in relation to the contracts of the | 


are before the committee or the body, upon which a judg- 
ment can be formed as to the extent and charaeter of the 
claims for indemnity to grow out of these wars; of the ex 
tent of those claims which will be embraced within the 
principles of the bills already reported for the action of the 
Senate; and, if so, to report further a general bill in con 


| mittee examine, and report to the Senate, whether facts | 


formity with the principles which they shall suppose ought | 


to be adopted for the settlement of those claims, the facts 
and testimony upon which their conclusions are founded, 


and the amount of claims to be embraced within the legis- 
lation they may propose. 


Mr. LINN submitted the following resolution; | 


which was considered and adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making an appro- 
priation to construct a national armory in the West, 

After the consideration of executive business, 
the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespar, February 6, 1839. 

As soon as the Journal was read, 

Mr. HAYNES rose and said he would make 
another effort to dispose of the President’s annual 
message, if the House would indulge him, and 
he would therefore ask leave to submit a motion 
to discharge the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union therefrom. 


which was lost. 

Mr. HAYNES was going on to remark on the 
importance of that portion of it which related to 
the census; when 

Mr. SHIELDS objected. 

Mr. HAYNES moved a suspension of the rules, 


| and demanded the yeas and nays; which*were 


ordered. 

Mr. MASON, of Ohio, suggested to the gen- 
tleman to move a discharge of the committee from 
so much of the message as related to the census, 
and Mr. M. would vote for it. 

Mr. HAYNES replied that he was not disposed 
to leave the opportunity open for it again to be 
said that the President’s message had not been 
referred. 

The question on suspending was then taken; 
and resulted in the negative, two thirds not voting 
therefor—yeas 75, nays 59; as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Adams, Andrews, Banks, Beatty, Beers, 
Beirne, Bicknell, Borden, Bouldin, Buchanan, Cambreleng, 
Jolin Campbell, Casey, Chaney, Cleveland, Clowney, Craig, 
Cushman, De Graff, Edwards, Ewing, James Garland, Glas. 
cock, Grantland, Grav, Harrison, Haynes, Holt, Robert M. 
T. Hunter, Ingham, Thomas B. Jackson, Jabez Jackson, | 
Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, Klingensmith, 
Lincoln, Marvin, James M. Mason, Martin, McKay, Robert 
McClellan, Abraham McClellan, MeClure, Montgomery, 
Morgan, Noble, Parker, Parmenter, Paynter, Pennybacker, 
Petrikin, Phelps. Plumer, Potter, Pratt, John H. Prentiss, 
Reily, Rives, Robinson, Sheffer, Charlies Shepard, Sheptor, 


| Spencer, Stuart, Swearingen, Toucey, Turney, Vander- 


veer, Weeks, Whittlesey, Jared W. Williams, Joseph L. 
Williams, Worthington, and Yell—75. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Bell, Biddle, Bond, William 
B. Calhoun, William B. Campbell, Carter, Chambers, | 


Cheatham, Corwin, Crabb, Cranston, Cushing, Darlington, | 
| Davies, Dunn, Everett, Richard Fletcher, Rice Garland, | 


Giddings, Goode, Grennell, Harper, Henry, Herod, Henry | 
Johnson, Kennedy. Mallory, Sampson Mason, Maury, | 


| May, Maxwell, McKeunan, Menefee, Calvary Morris, Nay- 
| lor, Noyes, Potts, Putnam, Rariden, Randolph, Ridgway, 
| Ro 
| Shields, Sibley, Southgate, Stanly, Stone, Stratton, Talia- 


rtson, Russell, Sergeant, Augustine IH. Shepperd, 
ferro, Tillinghast, John White, Lewis Williams, Sherrard | 
Williams, Christopher H. Williams, and Word—59. 


Mr. KENNEDY asked the consent of the 
House to take up and consider the resolution sub- 
mitted by him some time since, calling for certain 


Navy Department. 
Objection being made, 
Mr. KENNEDY moved a suspension of the | 

rules, and the yeas and nays having been ordered | 

on his call, they were taken, and were—yeas 96 

nays 60. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


At the suggestion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, | 
and by unanimous consent, reports from commit- | 
tees were called for. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, moved the discha 
committee from the further consideration of the 
petition of Gamaliel L. Smith, and that it be 
referred to the Committee of Claims, which was 

reed to. 


civil and diplomatic appropriation bill. 
Mr. CHAMBERS, from the Committee of 


oie 


_ THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


165 


Claims, reported, without amendment, Senate 
bill for the relief of William B. Ferguson and 
sureties; which was ordered to a third reading, 
read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, reported a bill making ap- 
propriations for the erection of a marine hospital 
in the city of St. Joseph, in the Territory of Flor- 


| ida. 


Mr. CUSHMAN, from the same committee, 
reported without amendment the joint resolution 
from the Senate authorizing the President of the 
United States to cause certain surveys to be 
made. 

Also, a bill making abpropriations for building 
light-houses, light-boats, beacon lights, and 
buoys, for the year 1839. 

Also, a bill making appropriations for building 
a pier at the northern extremity of lake Winne- 
bago, and for other purposes. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Nathan Levy. 

Also, a bill to amend the act to authorize a re- 
gister or enrollment license to be issued in the 
name of the president or secretary of the incor- 
porated company owning a steamboat or vessel, 
passed 3d March, 1825. 

Mr. DE GRAFF, from the same committee, 


tne | i 1 reported a bill supplementary to the tonnage and 
Mr. KENNEDY moved a call of the House; | impost acts of 1799 and 1803; which was ordered 


to a third reading to-morrow. 
Mr. MONTGOMERY, from the same commit- 
tee, reported a bill for the relief of Elliot Smith 


and Nathan Palmer. 


Also, a bill for the relief of George Willis. 
Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported the following resolution; which 


was concurred in: 


Resolved, That the Commissioner of the General: Land 
Office be required to transmit to this House, at as early a 


| day as pracucable, a copy of the correspondence between 
| him and the recorder in relation to the correcting, examin - 


| ing, signing, and issuing of patents; and a statement, as 


of that || 


near as can be ascertained, of the average number of er- 
roneous patents issued by mistake or inadvertence, and his 
opinion with regard to the best remedy for the prevention 


of like errors in future. 


Mr. LINCOLN, from the same committee, 


| reported a bill making a donation of land to the 


Territory of Iowa, for the purpose of erecting 
public buildings thereon, 

Also, a bill to compensate the township of Dub- 
lin, Mercer county, Ohio, for the loss of school 
lands. 

Mr. LOOMIS, from the same committee, re- 
parsed a bill authorizing the issuing of duplicate 
and warrants i cases where the original war- 
rants are lost or destroyed. 

Mr. L. also reported the following resolution; 
which was concurred in: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to cause to be prepared and presented to the next 
Congress, at an early day, a plan for the sale of the public 
mineral lands, having reference as well to the amount of 
revenue to be derived from them, and their value as public 
property, as ta the equitable claims of individuals on thei ; 
and that he, at the same time, commumeate to Congress 
all the information in possession of the Treasury Depart- 
ment relative to their location, value, productiveness, and 
occupancy ; and that he cause such further information to 
be collected, and surveys to be made, as may be necessary 
for these purposes. 

Mr. BOULDIN, from the Committee for the 
District of Columbia, reported, with an amend- 
ment, Senate bill to amend the act establishing 
criminal courts in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported, without amendment, Senate 
bill for the relief of Dr. John Campbell White, of 
Baltimore, in the State of Maryland; which, on 
Mr. T.’s motion, was ordered to a third reading, 
read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. MARTIN, from the same committee, re- 
ported, without amendment, Senate bill for the 
relief of William H. Robertson, Samuel H. Gar- 
row, and J. W. Simonton. 

Mr. PARMENTER, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief 
of Henry Hoffman. 

Mr. MAY, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the 
heirs and legal representatives of Don Carlos de 
Villemont. 

Mr. CRABB, from the same committee, re- 


| ported, without amendment, Senate bill for the 
Mr. C. also reported sundry amendments to the || 


relief of Henry Wilson, confirming certain land 
purchases in Arkansas; which was ordered to a 
third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
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Mr. MASON, of Ohio, from the Committee 
om Military Affairs, reported a bill for the erec- 
tion of an armory on the western waters. 

Mr. McKAY, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill making appropriations to pay the 
militia of Vermont called out by the Governor of 
that State to prevent unlawful incursions into 
Canada, 

Also, a bill making an appropriation for the 
purchase of land adjoining the arsenal at Charles- 
ton, South Carolina, 
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i Mr. TAYLOR, from the Committee on Invalid 


Also, a bill making appropriations to carry on | 


and complete certain military surveys. 

Also, without amendment, the joint resolution 
from the Senate for the purchase of the island at 
the confluence of the St. Peter’s and Mississippi 
rivers; which was read the third time and passed. 

Also, @ joint resolution authorizing the Secre- 
tary of War to purchase, in the District of Co- 
lumbia, a site fora powder magazine and keep- 
er's house; which was ordered to be engrossed 
fur a third reading to-day. 

Mr. BRONSON, from the Committee on Terti- 
tories, reported a bill for the relief of the Brother- 
ton Indians, in the Territory of Wisconsin. 

Also, a bill to establish a system of internal 
improvements in Wisconsin. 

Iso, a bill to fix the salaries of the keepers of 
the public archives in Florida, 

Mr. POTTS, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill to alter and amend the organic law 
of the Territories of Wisconsin and Lowa. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, reported the following 
bills: 

A bill in favor of Ellen Turney; 

A bill in favor of Esther Parrot; 

A bill in favor of Elizabeth Rowe; and . 

A bill for the relief of Huldah Farlow. 

Mr. BOND, from the same committee, report- 
ed a bill granting a pension to Alexander Gillis. 

Mr. MORGAN, from the same.committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Peter Hedrick. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Cecilia Ragan. 

Alsv, a bill for the relief of Philip Hartman. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Virginia, from the same 
committee, reported a bill granting a pension to 
Joanna Bartlett, 

Mr. TAYLOR, from the Committee on In- 


valid Pensions, reported a bill granting a pension || 


to Emanuel Srope. 
Also, a bill granting a pension to John H. 
Lincoln. 


Mr. MITCHELL, from the same committee, | 


reported a bill for the relief of Jacob Euler. 
Also, a bill for the relief of Peter W. Short. 
Mr. STANLY, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Sylvester Tiffin. 
Mr. ALLAN, of Vermont, from the same 
committee, reported a bill for the relief of Levi 
Coleman. 
Also, a bill for the relief of Neil Shannon. 


same committee, reported a bill for the relief of 
William Poole. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY, from the Committee 
on Commerce, made an unfavorable report on 
the petition of Lemuel C, Richmond. . 


Mr. MASON, of Virginia, from the same com- | 


mittee, made unfavorable reports on the petitions 
of Stephen White and Samuel Fettyplace. 

On motion of Mr. WORD, the Committee on 
Public Lands was discharged from the further 


consideration of the petition of certain citizens of | 


Missouri, praying a cession of swamp lands. 

Mr. KEMBLE, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Adairs, made an unfavorable report on the 
peution of Ann C, Stephen. 

Mr. GRENNELL, from the same committee, 
made an unfavorable report on the petition of 
William Cailender. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, made unfavorable re- 
vorts on the petitions of Martha Laman, Simon 
Brewion, and Edmund Leavenworth, 

Mr. BOND, from the same committee, made 
an unfavorable report on the petition of Mrs. 
Anne Royal. 

Mr. SIBLEY, from the same committee, made 
an unfavorable report on the petition of Barbary 
Burvham. 

Mr. CHILDS, from the same committee, made 
" unfavorable report on the petution of Rachel 

ox. 


{ 


| 


tions of Frederick Lantz, Job Wood, Peter Hees- 
ton, Daniel Wilson, and David R. Whitely. 

Mr. MITCHELL, from the same committee, 
made unfavorable reports on the petitions of 
Samuel Day and Benjamin Wood. 


| 
| an unfavorable report on the petition of Daniel 
| Shipley. 

| Mr. ALLAN, of Vermont, from the same 
| committee, made an unfavorable report on the 
| petition of Ephraim Shaler. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Patents, 
| made an unfavorable report on the petition of 
| Amelia Wells. 

| 

| on the Post Office and Post Roads was discharged 
| from the further consideration of the resolution 


| of the House of the 14th ultimo authorizing an | 


| inquiry into the expediency of permitting publi- 
cations on agriculture to be conveyed by mail, 
free of postage. 

Mr. C. also, from the same committee, made 
an unfavorable report on the petition of sundry 
citizens of the town of, and vicinity of, Maple- 
ville, in the county of Bibb, State of Alabama, 
praying compensation sufficient to secure the ser- 
vices of a postmaster to perform the extraordi- 
| nary duties required at that post office. 
| Mr. SERGEANT, from the select committee 
on steam engines, reported the following resolu- 
tion; which was concurred in: 

Resolved, That the committee be discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition and papers relating to 
the agleged invention of Cadwallader Evans, the subject 


being properly cognizable by the commissioner appointed 
under the act of last session. 


tee thereon, reported a joint resolution in favor 
of the heirs of Colonel David Rumsey; which 
was postponed till Saturday next. 

Mr. HUNTER, from the select committce on 
| the subject, reported a bill to provide for the col- 
lection and disbursement of the public revenue. 
Mr. PICKENS moved to print five thousand 
| extra copies of the report; but it being objected 
| to, the motion lies over. 


ARMY BILL. 


The House then resumed the consideration of 
the Army service bill for 1839. 
| The question pending was the amendment 
moved yesterday by Mr. Mercer, “ for the pros- 
ecution of surveys under the act of the 30th of 
| April, 1834, $30,000.” 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved the following 
substitute, ** for arrearages of surveys under the 
act of 30th of April, 1824, $4,000,” and produced 
a letter from Colonel Abert, chief of the topo- 





that was required at present under that act. 


| Mr. MERCER opposed the amendment as not | 


Mr. McCLELLAN, of New York, from the | providing for a further execution of the law, a | 


‘law which was still in force. Mr. M. produced 
a letter from the Secretary of War, recommend- 
| ing the larger sum. 
| the duty of the Committee of Ways and Means 
| to provide for carrying out that law. 


| responstbility from the Executive shoulders, by 
| these private estimates sent in from time to time, 
| without, in many instances, the slightest privity 
| on the part of the House, and by which members 


by the Executive. 
| Mr. CAMBRELENG, remarking that a bill 


| having been reported this morning providing || 
| $10,000 for the carrying on and completing of | 


military surveys, withdrew his amendment, 
Mr. HOLSEY made a general reply to the po- 
sitions assumed by Mr. Mercer and Mr. Bex. 
Mr. PICKENS contended that the act af 1824 








that one year, and not, as Mr. Mercer insisted, 
| from year to year. Mr. P. was opposed to the 
| continuance of the appropriation on constitutional 
grounds, because, though if confined to military 
surveys only, they would come within the pale 
of the Constitution, but it was notorious that 
these surveys, as they had for years been carried 
on, formed the bases upon which the internal im- 
provement system was constructed. The amount 
of $30,000 was but a trifle, yet he looked to the 


Pensions, made unfavorable reports on thie peti- | 


Mr. HEROD, from the same committee, made | 


On motion of Mr. CONNER, the Committee | 


Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the select commit- | 


graphical bureau, showing the latter sum to be all | 


Mr. M. insisted that it was | 


Mr. BELL complained of this mode of shifting | 


of that House were often held alone responsible | 
for appropriations which had been recommended | 


only authorized an appropriation of $30,000 for | 





E. _ February 
| enormous expenditure involved in, and brough; 
about by, these surveys. : 

, Mr. GARLAND, of Virginia, also oppose 

the amendment of Mr. Mercer, and regarded j; 
as both unconstitutional and inexpedient, Mr 
G. then went into a general argument against the 
proposition, as productive of works of interna) 
improvement, and involving immense appropri. 
ations, often for improvements which, but fo, 
these surveys, would never have been thought of 
Mr. G. had heard much about economy and re. 
form, and he asked when and where were they 
to begin? Where could there be a more fit and 
| suitable occasion than on these surveys; espe. 

cially, too, when the Treasury was empty? [f 
these new surveys were authorized, gentlemen 
would be asking for harbors, clearing rivers and 
creeks, constructing light-houses, &c., and ag go 
much had been said for some time past on the 
necessity of economy, here was the place to test 
the sincerity of men of all parties, because the 
interest of almost all were involved. For him. 
self, Mr. G. had always opposed these propo. 
sitions as unconstitutional. 

Mr. EVANS advocated the amendment ag 
ss with the provisions of an existing 
aw. 
|| Mr. MASON, of Ohio, contended that if the 
House rejected this amendment, the advocates of 
strict construction would not attain their object, 
| for the surveys, if not made under the law of 
| 1824, would be made in some other way, and as 
much money would be indirectly appropriated as 
| if the matter were openly and avowedly voted for. 
He denied that the great principle ad verted to by 
Mr. Pickens and Mr. Gar.anp was involved in 
this proposition, though, if it was, he should vote 
for it, though he was not in favor of an extray- 
agant scheme of internal improvements. He ev- 
logized the law of 1824 as having given birth to 
many a splendid work in the States, that, but for 
it, would never, perhaps, have been constructed, 

Mr. TAYLOR said, because appropriations 
had been made in consequence of the act of 1824, 
he did not deem it obligatory upon Congress to 
continue them, for he denied that that act was 
prospective in its operation, but was limited to 
the year of its passage; and he, for one, was not 

| disposed to continue them. Moreover, the prop- 
osition was of too general and indefinite a char- 

acter, and should not be adopted unless the House 

_knew what specific surveys were to be made, so 

| that they might judge of their nationality. He 

| was willing to go for a survey of this character, 
but for nothing more. 

Mr. HOWARD remarked that the gentleman’s 
own rule should induce him to vote for this ap- 

| propriation, for, although it was true that the sum 
of $30,000 was asked for in gross, yet the com- 
munication of the Secretary of War had specified 
the surveys proposed to be made for the coming 
ear. 
se After some remarks from Messrs.G@ARLAND 
and CRAIG, in opposition, and Mr. CARTER, 
‘in favor of the amendment, Mr. PETRIKIN 
| obtained the floor, and moved the previous ques- 
|, tion; which the House, by tellers, refused to sec- 
ond, there being 65 for, and 67 against it. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG expressed the hope that 
| if gentlemen were determined to have this appro- 
| priation, it would be done in a separate bill, and 
| made specific’ He said the law of 1824, which 
|| this amendment in effect goes to revive, places in 
the hands of the President a power which he 
wished not to see given again to any person; that 
| it gave him absolute power to go through every 
|| State of the Union, to make what surveys he 
| pleased. He hoped that there was no party in this 
| House disposed to do the like act; and if it were 
necessary to appropriate this amount to surveys, 
| that there were other bills in which this amend- 
} 
j 
| 


ment might, with more propriety, be inserted. 

|| He appealed to the House, therefore, not to ap- 
pend it to the Army bill, but to appropriate it by 

| specific law, and soe it upon its own merits. 

| Mr. ROBINSON was understood to be op- 

| posed to the amendment on the ground that It 

| would revive the act of 1824. He was opposed 


] 


| to the whole system of internal improvements, 
| and contended that it was a war upon the Con- 
stitution. 

| Before taking any question, 
‘| On motion of Mr. 

| journed. 


ti 
i} 
| 


URRAY, the House ad- 
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1839. THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
IN SENATE. | universal emancipation of three million slaves in | 
These were, on an average, 
at least $400 each; and thus would result 
the destruction of property to the amount of 
10,000,000 by a single fiat of legislation. 
was said there was no right of property in slaves; 
but that was property which the laws made 
If Abolitionists were sincere, they 
should begin, as a preliminary step, to raise these 
$1,200,000,000, for it would be the height of 
injustice to ask citizens of slaveholding States 
to raise money to pay for their own property. 
He said that the Abolitionists, whatever they 
might profess, were in favor of amalgamation, 
and supposed, as the leading white Abolitionists 
; evinced no disposition to commence the work, 
that they intended it should be carried out by the 
poorer class, who were expected to consent to the 
vile and loathsome association. 
| two colors could not associate together on terms 
| of equality; the whites must rule the blacks, or 
|| the blacks would rule them; that contests for su- 
periority would inevitably take place, and widely 
|| extended carnage and desolation would be the 
Our country, with its hap 
its smiling cities, and well cultivate 
would present nought but desolated fields, confla- | 
grated cities, and scenes of butchery and murder. | 
| Mr. C. illustrated and defended these and other 
positions in an able speech of nearly two hours 
in length, which will be presented to our readers 
after it is published. 
Mr. CALHOUN said that when he turned his 
eyes back for the last twelve months, and com- 
pared what he then*heard with what was now 
said, in the same quarter, he was forcibly struck, 
and, he might say, pleasurably, with the change. 
I think (said he) that it was just about one year 
since that the Senate was engaged in the discus- 
| sion of a series of resolutions relating to the same | 
subject on which we have heard the Senator to- 
| day, and which occupied the time of this body 
| for about two weeks, in the discussion of what | 
many were pleased to call useless abstractions. 
| At that time abolition was advancing with strides 
which threatened the Union itself. To meet the 
approaching danger, he (Mr. C.) turned his eyes 
to State-rights, as the ark of our safety, and which | 
has, heretofore, carried us safely through every 
The resolutions to which he referred 
were put forward as ghe rallying ground for all 
who embraced the State-rights creed. } 
were received on the Opposition side, he would 
not say; but on this side he was ably supported | 
by his Republican friends of the North, the grate- | 
ful recollection of which he should ever retain. | 
That movement gave the first effectual blow to | 
|, mendation that they should not pass: 


Tuvrspayr, February 7, 1839. 


Mr. McKEAN presented a memorial from the || 
philadelphia Board of Trade, praying Congress 
to cause piers to be constructed at Delaware city, | 
at the eastern debouch of the Chesapeake and | 
Delaware canal, for the protection of shipsin the 
winter season; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, 

Mr. SEVIER presented a memorial of the clerks 
of the Indian Bureau, praying that their compen- 
sation may be raised to an equality with that of 
other clerks; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. S. also presented papers, which were re- 
ferrell to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. YOUNG presented four memorials froma 
number of citizens of the northern part of Iili- 
nois, praying for the establishment of a land of- 
fice in that portion of the State; which was laid 
upon the table. 

Mr. RUGGLES presented a letter from Rob- 
ert Schuyler, upon the subject of steam boilers; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, presented a memo- 
rial, signed by a number of the inhabitants of the 
District of Columbia, remonstrating against the 
interference of the citizens of other parts of the 
country in the subject of slavery in the District, 
and against any action on the part of Congress 
in compliance with such unauthorized interfer- 
ence. 

After giving an abstract of the contents of the 
memorial, Mr. C, said he would embrace the op- 
portunity of presenting his views on the subject 
of these abolition petitions. He said he had been, 
and wassull,of the opinion thatthe proper course | 
for the disposal of these petitions would have been | 


to receive them and refer them to an appropriate | 
committee, who might present to the community 
astrong and argumentative appeal on the sub- 
ject. A majority of the Senate thought other- | 
wise; and while they had no intention to violate 
the right of petition, the course which they had | 
adopted had enabled the Abolitionists to represent | 
them as having done so, and thereby greatly to | 
increase their numerical strength. He said that 
the petitions for the abolition of slavery in the | 
District and in the Territories were but a means 
of accomplishing the ultimate aim of the Aboli- 
tionists—universal emancipation. They were 
stages, and short stages, toa bloody goal—eman- | 
cipation without compensation, and without 
moral preparation. For this they were attempt- 
ing to excite the people of one section of the | 
Union against another section, by exaggerated | 
pictures of the horrors of slavery. Hence their 
continual agitation of the subject, and their at- 
tempt to connect it with the political controver- | 
sies of the country. He alluded to the distin- | 
guished agitator in another sphere, (O’Connell,) 
who has said that we should be excluded from 
the respectable society of Europe—a society to | 
which he himself has only a kind of contraband | 
admittance, and was tolerated with a scornful | 
repugnance. He considered his ebullitions as | 
the malignant ravings of the plunderer of hisown 
country, and the libeler of a kindred people. He 
said that persons of both sections, and of the dif- | 
ferent political parties of the Union, have endeav- 
ored to profit by the abolition excitement. 
Previous to the late presidential election, Mr. 
Van Buren had been charged with being an A boli- 
uionist. He (Mr. C.) never participated or be- 
lieved inthischarge. No, sir, he isno Abolition- 
ist. He conjured Abolitionists to pause, and look 
on the dreadful precipice towards which they were | 
hurrying our beloved country. He denied that 
Congress had any power to legislate upon the 
subject ofslavery. He said that by the Missouri 
compromise, Florida had a right, when she had 
the requisite population, to be admitted into the | 
Union with the institution of slavery. He denied | 
the right of Congress to interfere with slavery in| 
the District of Columbia, so long as slavery did 
not interfere with the comfortable occupation of 
the District as a seat of Government for the | 
Union, which was provided by the act of cession. | 
The idea of Congress having power to prohibit | 
the transportation of slaves from one State to | 


another was preposterous. He said that the ul- | ments, gave the fatal blow, to which the position | 
Umate aim of Abolitionists was emancipation, the || now assumed by th 








| the United States. 


He said that the 


population, | 
plantations, | 


At the close of the session, it was followed up 
by the address to the people of the United States, | 
which was headed by the Senator from Connecti- | 
cut on my right, [Mr. Nives.] It took the same 
elevated ground, that this was not a consolidated || 
Government, but a Federal Re>ublic of confed- | 
erated sovereignties; and that neither this Gov- 
ernment, nor any of the States, or their citizens, 
had a right, either here or elsewhere, to interfere | 
with the domestic institutions of the other States. | 
This address, following the original move, had | 
a powerful effect in consolidating all of the State- | 
rights creed throughout the entire non-siavehold- 
ing States against the Abolitionists, which effect- 
ually checked their further progress. | 

At the beginning of this session, another move- 

| ment on the same principle, made in the other 
wing of the Capitol, (Mr. Arnerron’s resolu- 
tions,) and which was sustained by a strong ma- 
jority, followed with the mosthappy effect. The | 
work wasdone. The spirit of abolition was over- | 
thrown, of which we have a strong confirmation 
in what we have thisday heard. The South was | 
consolidated as one man against it, and a great | 
political party to the North was nearly equally 
united in opposition; and he hoped, from indica- 
tions that could scarcely deceive, that the other 
party there would also soon be found rallied 
against it. 

Sir, this is a great epoch in our political his- | 
tory. Of all the dangers to which we have ever || 
been exposed, this has been the greatest. 
may now consider it as passed. The resolutions 
to which he referred, with the following move- | 
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given the finishing stroke. # What has been done 
will be followed by a great moral revolution in 
the tone of fecling and thinking im reference to 
the damestic institutions of the South, Already 
the disenssion has effected a great change among 
ourselves. There were many, very many, in the 
slaveholding States who, at the commencement 
of the controversy, believed that slavery, as it 
existed among us, was an evil to be tolerated, be- 
cause we could not escape from it, but not te be 
defended. That has passed away. We now be- 
lieve it has been a great blessine to both of the 
races—the European and African, whieh, by a 
mysterious Providence, has been brought together 
in the southern section of this Union. The one 
has greatly improved, and the other hes not de- 
teriorated; while, in a political point of view, it 
has been the great stay of the Union and our free 
institutions, and one of the main sources of the 
unbounded prosperity of the whole. Now that 
we have withstood the shock, our institutions 
would be viewed more fairly than they have here- 
tofore been; and he had no apprehension but that 
the result would be a great change of feeling to- 
wards them, not only in our country, but over 
the civilized world. 

I did not rise, to enter into a discussion of the 
subject. | heard the Senator from Kentucky with 
pleasure. His speech will have a bappy effect, 
and will do much to consummate what had al- 
ready been so happily begun, and successfully 
carried on towards a completion, 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. LUMPKIN, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, to which was referred the act for the 
reliefof John L. Allen, reported the same without 
amendment. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which was referred the resolution of the 
Senate of January 23d, made a report thereon, 
concluding with the following resclution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be discharged 
from the further consideration of the resolutions of the Sen- 
ate of the 23d January last, respecting territorial banking 
institutions, and the extension of the jurtsdiction of the 
courts over the same ; and that the second of the said reso 


lutions be referred tothe Committee on the Judiciary; which 
Was agreed to. 


Mr. W. also, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the following bills, reported 
the same without amendment: 

An act for the relief of Samuel McComb; and 

An act for the relief of Henry Lynch. 

Mr. W. also, from the same committee, to 
which were referred the following bills, reported 
the same without amendment, and witha recom- 


An act for the relief of Chastelain and Ponvert; 
An act for the relief of Zachariah Jellison; 

An act for the relief of Samuel D. Walker; 

An act for the relief of James W. Osborne;and 
An act for the relief of John B. Lasalla. 

Mr. W. also, from the same committee, to 


| which memorials on the subjects had been re- 
| ferred, reported the following bills; which were 


severally read, and ordered to a second reading: 

A bill for the relief of William A. Whitehead; 
and 

A bill to remit or refund duties on railroad iron 
imported by the Wrightsville and York railroad 
company. 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill making an appropriation for 
the improvement of the harbor of Milwaukee, in 
the Territory of Wisconsin; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to which had been referred an act to au- 
thorize the President of the United States to cause 
to be issued to Us-se-ycholo, a Creek Indian, a 
patent for a certain reservation of land in the State 
of Alabama, reported the same without amend- 
ment. 

Mr. S. also, from the same committee, to which 
had been referred the following bills, reported the 
same without amendment,and with arecommend- 
ation that they do not pass: . 

An act for the relief of Milly Yates; 

An act for the relief of Willis Stevens; 

An act for the relief of Poas Hadjo; 

An act for the relief of Joseph Dukes; and 

An act for the relief of John Baldridge. 


e Senator from Kentucky has |, Mr. WILLIAMS, of Maiue, from the Com- 
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mittee on Pensions,4o which was referred the 
tition of Henry Fry, reported a bill for his re- 

fier which was read, and ordered to a second 

reading. 

Mr. MORRIS, from the same committee, to 
which petitions on the —- had been referred, | 
reported a bill for the relief of Samuel White and 
a bill for the relief of William Terry; which were | 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. M.also, from the same committee, to which | 
was referred the resolution of the Senate, instruct- | 
ing them to inquire into the expediency of an 
alteration in the pension laws, reported that the 
same was inexpedient. 

Mr. ROANE, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported a bill supplementary 
to an act granting lots to Columbia College in the 
District of Columbia; which was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which had been referred the resolu- 
tion of the Senate, directing them to inquire into 
the claim of John J. Catlett, asked to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration thereof, 
and that the petitioner have leave to withdraw | 
his papers; which was agreed to. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, | 
to which were referred the following bills, re- | 
ported the same without amendment: 
A bill for the relief of James Selden; and 
A bill for the relief of George Innis. 
On motion of Mr. McKEAN, it was 
| 


Resolved, That the documents on the files of the Senate | 
in relation to the claims of the heirs of Benjamin Harvey be | 
again referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, 
with instructions to report thereon. 


The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. 
Waricur was adopted, and eee to the Com- 

mittee on Claims. 
The bill for the relief of William B. Fergerson 

and others, was read the third time and passed. | 

On motion, the Senate adjourned. 

! 

| 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuvurspay, February 7, 1839. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, from the select 
committee of twenty-six, on the subject of the 
public lands, reported the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the committee report to the House, and 
ask leave to be discharged from the further consideration 
of the subject-matters referred to them, and that the jour- | 
nal of the committee be reported and published. 

Resolved, further, That the committee deem it inexpe- 
dient to take further steps on the subject of the public | 
lands. 


Mr. ROBERTSON, one of the committee, ex- | 
pressed his dissent from the report, and moved | 
to recommit it, with instructions to strike out all | 
after the word ‘* resolved,’’ and insert as follows: | 


That hereafter the Secretary of the Treasury shall cause | 
separate accounts to be kept of all moneys paid into the 
Treasury on account of sales of the public lands, to be dis- 

ed of in the manner herein provided, unless otherwise 
y law specially directed, viz.: he shall, on the Ist day of 
July succeeding the next census, and hereafter semi-annu- 
ally on the Ist days of July and January in every year, di- 
vide all the said moneys then in the Treasury among the sev- 
eral States of the Union, in the ratio of their federal numbers: 
Provided, nevertheless, That nothing herein contained shall | 
be construed to prohibit the appropriation of the proceeds 
of the public lands, or such portion thereof as may be re- 
quisite to meet the necessary expenditures of the Govern- | 
ment for any year in which the receipts from the customs 
and other sources of revenue should be estimated to fall be- 
low million dollars, and when it shail be deemed 





proper on that account to apply the said proceeds to spe- || 


cial appropriations to supply the deficiency and meet those 
expenditures: Provided, also, That in the event of a war 
between the United States and any foreign Power, the said 
semi-annual division shal! cease and be suspended during 
the continuance of such war: Provided, moreover, That 
nothing herein contained shall be construed to impair the 
right and obligation of Congress, whenever it shall satisfac- 
torily appear that benefits from the use of the public lands, 
of the proceeds thereof, have been heretofore, or shall be 
hereafter, conferred on particular States, to extend, as far 
as practicable, to each and all the States, in their due and 
just proportions, who may require, or be willing to accept | 
them, similar benefits upon the same or equivalent terms. 


Mr. R. addressed the House at length in sup- 
port of his proposition, and went into the history 
of the action of the various States of the Union 
on the sulyject of a disposition of the public lands. | 


Mr. R. kept the floor till the orders of the day || 


were announced. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. | 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the | 
following message from the President of the Uni- | 


_T@ELCON 














| ted States; which was laid on the table, and or- 
| dered to be printed: . 
To the Senate and 

House of Representatives of the United States : 


In compliance with the act of Congress of the 3d March, 
1829, I herewith transmit to Congress the tenth annual re- 


| ington. M. VAN BUREN. 
Wasninoton, February 6, 1839. 


| following executive communications: 


A report from the Secretary of the Treasury, 


in compliance with a resolution of the House of 
| Representatives of the 15ih ultimo, transmitting 
a letter from the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, giving information of the whole 
amount of the public lands to which the Indian 
| title has been extinguished, the amount granted 
for bounty and public services, the amount sur- 
| veyed, the amounts ceded to the States and Ter- 
ritories and reserved for purposes of education, 
&c., the entire cost to the Government of all pub- 
| lic lands to which the Indian title has been extin- 
| guished, and the quantities of land that have re- 
mained unsold by the latest return, &c., &c. 

A communication from the Secretary of War, 
in obedience to a resolution of the House of Rep- 
| resentatives of the 28th instant, transmitting a 
| report from the colonel of the topographical en- 


| gineers, accompanied by a report and drawings | 


| of the harbor of Stonington, Connecticut. 


in obedience to a resolution of the House of the 
28th ultimo, giving his opinion whether the im- 
provements can be suspended or discontinued 


without endangering the existence of the struc- 
tures already begun, and without exposing the 
Government to a waste of the moneys already 
expended; showing, also, the average progress 
of these harbors towards completion, and how 





far the interests of commerce would be deleteri- || 


ously affected by such suspension or discontin- 
uance; accompanied by various documents re- 
lating to these subjects, 

A communication from the Secretary of War, 
transmitting a report of the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions, in reply to a resolution of the House of 

| Representatives of the 3lst December, giving a 
statement of the number of pensions under the 


quished, and other information respecting them. 

A communication from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, in obedience to the resolution of the 
House of Representatives of the 4th instant, giv- 
ing information as to what funds have been paid 
by that Department to William E. Woodruff, 
pension agent for the State of Arkansas, 

A message from the President of the United 
States, forwarding the report of the commis- 


act of March 18, 1816, which have been relin- | 


sioners appointed to test the usefulness of inven- | 


| tions to prevent the explosion of steam boilers. 

A communication from the Secretary of the 
Treasury in relation to the accounts of Thomas 
Irvine, district attorney for the western district 
of Pennsylvania. 

Which several communications were ordered 
to lie on the table, and be printed. 

| 
| 
| 
| 


PETITIONS, ETC. 
Petitions were, on leave, presented by Messrs. 


| TILLINGHAST, NAYLOR, FLETCHER of 


Massachusetts, JOHNSON of Louisiana, KEM- | 


BLE, GOODE, and CRANSTON. 


(Mr. Kemaxie submitted a joint resolution for | 


| the survey of the lakes on the northern and north- 

| western confines of the United States; which 
| was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. Jounson, of Louisiana, presented a peti- 

tion, signed, it is believed, by several thousand 

| citizens of the State of Louisiana, soliciting the 

entire repeal of the acts providing for the natural- 


ization of foreigners, and that Congress will make | 


| provision, by law, for the protection of the Uni- 
ted States from the indiscriminate influx of for- 
eign emigrants, both of which they deem neces- 
| sary for the preservation of our Republic and 
glorious institutions. 

On motion of Mr. Jounson, the petition was 
| ordered to be printed, and was referred to the 
| Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
| Union.) 


ARMY SERVICE BILL. 
The House then resumed the concideration of 


port of the board of inspectors of the penitentiary of Wash. | 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House the | 


A communication from the Secretary of War, | 


upon the harbors now in process of construction, | 
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|| the bill making appropriations for the support of 
| the Army of the United States for the year 1899 

The pending question was on the motion of 
Mr. Mercer to amend the bill by adding to i), 
end thereof an appropriation of $30,000 for (). 
prosecution of surveys under the act of 1894. 

Mr. PETRIKIN demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. . 

The main point of the debate on this Proposed 
| item was, whether the act of 1824 was prospectiy, 
and continuous in its operation, or expired at th. 
end of the year, or when the first appropriation 
made by it was expended. The opposers of My. 
Mercer’s amendment insisted upon the limita. 
tion, and that the law was no longer in fore. 
while its supporters contended that the ack was q 
general one, and the ee appropriated under 
it designed to be continued annually. The fo}. 
lowing is the law of 1824, the second and only 
other section merely appropriating $30,000 to 
carry out the requirement of the first: 


‘* Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assemhie 4, That 
the President of the United States is hereby authorized to 
cause the necessary surveys, plans, and estimates, to be 
made of the routes of such roads and canals as he may deem 
of national importance, in a commercial or military point 
of view, or necessary for the transportation of the public 
mail; designating, in the case of each canal, what parts 
may be made capable of sloop navigation; the surveys, 
plans, and estimates, for each, when completed, to be laid 
before Congress.” 


Mr. MERCER again addressed the House at 
length in support of his proposition. 

Mr. HOWARD moved a substitute for the 
amendment, by specifying the surveys to be made, 
the amount being the same. 

Mr. HAYNES said he would intrude but a 
| few moments upon the attention of the House. 
He said we had heard much about the act of 1894 
and its obligations upon Congress to make appro- 
priations for surveys. There was but one portion 
of that act obligatory upon any one. By it the 
| President is required to present to Congress such 
| objects of survey as, in his judgment, required its 
attention. Congress was left free, by the act re- 
| ferred to, to appropriate, or not appropriate, 
| money for surveys, as, in its judgment, may seem 
| proper. As had been justly observed by his 

friend from South Carolina, [Mr. Pickens,] the 
act of 1824imposed on Congress no obligation to 
appropriate any particular sum, as the appropri- 
ation of that year was merely an annual appro- 
priation. If it had been intended to be perpetual, 
that intention would have been expressed in the 
act, and further annual appropriations would have 
since been unnecessary. 
The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Mercer} 
had stated to the House that, since 1824, about 
| two hundred and fifty thousand dollars had been 
appropriated under the act referred to. This 
shows those appropriations had not been annu- 
ally repeated, as it would only cover about eight 
years of the thirteen, at the rate of thirty thou- 
sand dollars perannum. But he hadrisen merely 
to ask the House, if $30,000 had been the max- 
imum appropriation for surveys annually, when 
the Treasury was unembarrassed, are we pre- 
pared to increase it to the unusual amount of 
|| $55,000 when, if appropriations should be made 
|, according to the annual estimates, the ways and 
;, means must be provided by the creation of a na- 
tional debt? Already the Committee on Military 
Affairs had reported a bill asking an appropriation 
_ of $10,000 for military surveys; and the Commit- 
tee on Commerce had asked an additional sum of 
| $15,000 forcommercial surveys; and the amend- 
| ment of the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Mer- 
| cer] asked for $30,000 more. He again asked, 
| is the House prepared, with an exhausted Treas- 
|| ury, to exceed the usual appropriation for surveys 
|| $25,000? 
| Mr. MARVIN obtained the floor; and, the 
| subjects being connected, availed himself of the 
opportunity to conclude his h upon the in- 
ternal improvement system, the constitutionality 
of which he maintaiged at great length. 
Mr. MALLORY then obtained the floor, and 
, moved an adjournment; but yielded it to } 
| Mr. CAMBRELENG, who expressed a wish 
|, to have all the appropriation bills made the spe- 
cial order from ay to day, till disposed of. 
| [Cries of ** No!” ** No!”’} 


j 
ii 
| 


| 
| 


i 
i 
} 
1 


| Mr. BELL suggested to make this bill the 
| special order for to-morrow and next day. 
| "Mr. CAMBRELENG had no objection; and he 
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‘asked leave to submit a motion to that effect, but 
was objected to; and Mr. C. then moved asus- 
ension of the rules, and demanded the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered, : 

Mr. POPE moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said he must ask for the 
yeas and nays; for, unless his motion prevailed, 
i: would be fatal to the appropriation bills, for 
nearly all next week would be taken up by other 
special orders. : 

The yeas and nays being ordered, 

Mr. POPE withdrew his motion. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG modified his motion so 
as to make the bill the order for to-morrow and 
Saturday, also, if not sooner disposed of, and to 
take it up after the morning business. 

Mr. PETRIKIN then renewed the motion to 
adjourn; but the yeas and nays having been again 
ordered, on the call of Mr. Campreene, he with- 
drew it. 

The motion to suspend the rules was decided 
in the negative—yeas 93, nays 60; not two thirds. 

Mr. HAYNES then demanded the previous 
question. 


Mr. MALLORY moved that the House ad-— 


ourn. 

. Mr. INGHAM and Mr. CAMBRELENG si- 
multaneously called for the yeas and nays; which, 
being ordered, were—yeas 57, nays 91. 

So the House refused to adjourg; and the ques- 
tion recurred on the demand for the previous 

uestion; when 

Mr. NAYLOR moved a call of the House; 
which was lost. 

The demand for the previous question was sec- 
onded—83 to 53. 

Mr. MERCER called for the yeas and nays on 
ordering the main question to be put; but the 
were refused; and the main question was selon, 
put, and agreed to without a division. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, and was then read a third time, and 
passed . 

On motion, the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Fripay, February 8, 1839. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented a commu- 
nication from the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
compliance with a resolution of the Senate of the 
23d ultimo, in relation to the exercise of banking 
privileges by incorporated companies or individ- 
uals in the Territories of the United States; 
which was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed, 

Also, a memorial from inhabitants of Ohio 
city, in relation to the neutrality laws; which 


| 





was referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 


tions, 

Mr. McKEAN presented a memorial from 

merchants and others, citizens of Philadelphia, 
praying Congress to make the necessary appre- 
priations to erect a new custom-house for that 
district; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 
_Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, presented the peti- 
tion of Colin Bishop, postmaster at Tuscumbia, 
Alabama; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the memorial of 
Thomas B. Crittenden; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the synopsis 
ofa bill before the British Parliament for redu- 
cing and equalizing letter postage; which was 
ordered to be printed. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. MORRIS, from the Committee on Pen- ' 


sions, to which was referred an act for the relief 


of Isaac Conly, reported the same without amend- 


ment. 


Mr. M. also, from the same committee, to | 
which was referred the following bills, reported | 


the same without amendment, and with a recom- 
mendation against their passage: 

An act for the relief of George Hommel; 

An act for the relief of Maria Hornbeck; 


and 


An act for the relief of George Cassady. 
Mr. BUCHANAN, from the Committee on 


An act for the relief of Thompson Hutchinson; 


Foreign Relations, to which waé referred the fol- | 


lowing bills, reported the same with amendments: 
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An act for the settlement of the accounts of 
Edmund Roberts; and 

An act for the relief of Benjamin Hewitt. 

Mr. B. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the following bills, reported the same 
without amendment, and with a recommendation 
for their indefinite postponement: 

An act for the relief of Cornelius Manning; and 

An act for the relief of Benjamin Hodges. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Maine, from the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, to which had been re- 
ferred the bill for the relief of Dudley Walker, 
reported the same with an amendment, 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- 


| nance, to which was referred the bill more effect- 
| ually to secure public money in the hands of offi- 


cers and agents of the Government, and to punish 
public defaulters, reported the same with amend- 
ments; and the bill and amendments were ordered 
to be printed, and made the special order for 
Tuesday next. 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, to which was referred the bill to establish 
a board of commissioners to hear and examine 
claims against the United States, reported the 
same with an amendment; which was ordered to 
be printed, and, on his motion, it was made the 
order of the day for Monday next. 

Mr. W., from the same committee, to which 
was referred so much of the memorial of Maria 
Helen America Vespucci as relates to conferring 
upon her the right of citizenship, reported against 
the expediency of any alteration of the law of 
Congress establishing a uniform mode of natu- 
ralization, and asked to be discharged from the 
further consideration thereof. 

Mr. LUMPKIN, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, to which was referred the resolution 
of the Senate of the 29th ultimo, reported a bill 
for the relief of the assignees to reservations under 
the Choctaw treaty of 1830; which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, from the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, to which was referred the 
act for the relief of the legal representatives of 
William Tudor, jr., reported the same without 
amendment. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which was referred the bill for the 
relief of Abel A. Pasko, reported the same with- 
out amendment. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred the act for 
the relief of Euenne Lalande, reported the same 
with ut amendment. 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, to which was referred an act for the relief 
of Daniel Ward and George Ficklin, reported 
the same without amendment. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution; which was considered and 
adopted: 

Resolred, Thatthe Committee on Commerce be instructed 


to inquire into the expediency of purchasing additional 
ground for the use of the custom-liouse in Mobile. 


Mr. DAVIS submitted the following resolu- | 


tion; which, under the rule, lies over one day: 


Resolved, Tha* the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to lay before the Senate the annual amount of met revenue 
collected from all sources in each year for the last ten years, 


designating, as far as it can conveniently be done, the sey- | 


eral kinds of goods from which revenue derived from im- 
ports is raised, and the amount derived from each kind in 
each year, and also the rate of duty. 


SLAVERY QUESTION, 


The resolution submitted by Mr. Morris, on | 


Wednesday, on the subject of slavery, coming 
up for consideration, 


Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, demanded the ques- 


tion of its consideration. 

Mr. NORVELL said it was very evident that 
the consideration of this resolution would lead to 
a long and interminable abolition discussion, and 
every Senator must be convinced that this would 
be productive of no good result. For the pur- 

ose, therefore, of getting rid of the resolution, 


e moved to lay the question of its consideration | 
on the table, and asked for the yeas and nays on 


the motion. 


Mr. BUCHANAN requested the Senator from | 


Michigan to withdraw his motion for a moment. 
Mr. NORVELL assented. 


Mr. BUCHANAN said he should vote against | 
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the proposition to lay upon the table. From his 
whole course on the subject of these 
petitions he supposed no person would suspect 
him of being friendly to them or to their obj} 

but fair play is a jewel, and he thought that the 
Senator from Ohio [Mr. Morris} had a right to 
be heard; and to reply to the remarks that were 
made in the Senate on this subject yesterday. 
That being done, he was willing to take any 
course which might put the subject effectually at 
rest. 

Mr. HUBBARD said that there was no want of 
** fair play’’ in the course proposed by the Sena- 
tor from Michigan. What is proposed? The 
Senator from Ohio has submitted to the Senate a 
resolution upon the subject of domestic slavery 
—a resolution embracing subjects important in 
their character; and if this resolution be now 
taken up, in his opinion, it would inevitably lead 
to debate. The Senator from Alabama raises the 
question of consideration, and the Senator from 
Michigan moves to lay that question on the table. 
The object is manifestly to avoid discussion at 
this time; and this was, in his judgment, the 
course which ought to be pursued upon the res- 
olution. Butthe Senator from Ohio 1s not there- 
by precluded from offering his views upon the 
subject of slavery. He can, if he pleases, in 
imitation of the example set by the Senator from 
Kentucky yesterday, present his views at large 
on offering to the Senate a memorial on that sub- 
ject. This right he has, this privilege he now 
enjoys, if he chooses to exercise it, and he knew 
of no rule of the Senate which could prevent him 
or any Senator from going fully into the subject 
of any memorial he might be called upon to pre- 
sent. But he did hope that the resolution offered 
by the Senator from Ohio would not be taken up 
for consideration. If once before the Senate, it 
would be debated, and such a debate could lead 
to no profitable result. At this period of the ses- 
sion, he was utterly opposed to bringing that res- 
olution before the Senate, and he should, with 
great pleasure, vote in favor of the motion of his 
triend from Michigan. 

Mr. MORRIS felt very much obliged to the 
Senator from New Hampshire for the information 
that he had the same right as any other Senator 
to express his opinions on subjects brought before 
that body. He supposed that he ought to return 
him profound thanks for this gracious privilege. 
Mr. M. proceeded to comment on the course of 
Senators with much severity, when he was called 
to order by the President. 

Mr. M. wished to know in what he was eut 
of order; in the language he had used, or —+ 

The PRESIDENT said the motion made by 
the Senator from Michigan was not a debatable 
one, and therefore all discussion on it was out of 
order. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
lay the motion to consider on the table, (the yeas 
and nays having been ordered,) and decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 22, nays 20; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Calhoun, Clay 
of Alabama, Foster, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lump 


abolition 


“ts: 


|| kin, Merrick, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Presten, 
Roane, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Spence, and White 


—22. 
NAY S—Messrs. Bayard, Buchanaff, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, McKean, Morris, Nites, Pren 


| tiss, Robbins, Rubinson, Ruggtes, Smith of Indiana, South- 


ard, Swift, Tallmadge, Wall, Williams of Maine, and 
Young—2v. 
BILLS PASSED. 

The following bills were read a third time and 
passed: 

An act for the relief of Captain Snodgrass’s 
company of Alabama volunteers; 

An act for the relief of Ephraim Sprague; 

An act for the benefit of the Selma and Tennes- 
see Railroad Company; 

An act granting to the State of Illinois the right 
of way through the public lands of the United 
States, and for other purposes; 

An act to regulate the pay of masters of the 
Navy; 

An act to establish a pension agency at Mont- 
pelier, in the State of Vermont; and 

An act for the relief of John McLeod. 

INTERFERENCE IN ELECTIONS. 

The bill to prevent the interference of certain 
Federal officers in elections being the special or- 
der, was taken up for consideration. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN then offered to amend the 
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: ‘ . '{ 
bill by striking out the penalty imposed, of a fine 


of $500 and incapacity to hold office under the 
United States, and to insert, in lieu thereof, a 
clause, that any person offending against the pro- 
visions of the act shall forthwith be removed from 
office by the President of the United States. 

Mr. NORVELL called for the yeas and nays 
on the question, 

Mr. KING hoped his friend from Michigan 
would withdraw his call for the yeas and nays. 
He was opposed to the bill as it stood, and as the 
author proposed to amend it, and should vote 
against it in either shape. But he would prefer 
that the Senator should modify his bill to suit 
himself; and then, said Mr. K., let him go on to 
explain it, and endeavor to make it palatable to 
the Senate. 

Mr. NORVELL accordingly withdrew his call 
for the yeas and nays, saying, that as he was op- 
posed to the billin any shape, he was averse to 
the Senate’s taking a vote that would seem to 
imply an approval of any principle in it, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN then said that he would 
postpone for the present taking the question on the 
amendment, and went on to address the Senate 
at Jength in support of the bill, and in opposition 
to the report of the Committee on the Judiciary; 
on the conclusion of which, 

On motion of Mr.WALL, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, February 8, 1839. 


The SPEAKER announced, as the unfinished 


business of the morning hour, the report made 
yesterday by Mr. Jounson, of Maryland, from the 
select committee on the public lands. The pending 
question being on Mr. Ropertrson’s substitute. 

Mr. ROBERTSON was entitled to the floor; but 
yielded it temporarily for the following: 

Mr. YELL, on leave, laid on the table the fol- 
lowing amendment to Mr. Ropertson’s propo- 
sition, giving notice he should move it when in 
order to do so: 

Bec. 3. nd be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
the Treasury shall, at the commencement of the next ses 
sion of Congress, report a correct estimate of the annual 
amount of inoney received and paid iato the public Treas- 
ury, arising from the sales of the public land since the adop- 
tion of tie Federal Constitution; and, also, the annual ap- 
propriations for each State since the adoption of the Con- 
stitution, and the pro rata amount received by each out of 
the amount of the proceeds of the sales of the public lands 
annually, and the aggregate amount either in money or land: 
Provided, however, That no State shall receive the benefit 
of this act until all the States in this Union shall have re- 
ecived an equal amount, placing all upon an equality, ac- 
cording to the fixed basis of the representation, and accord - 
ing to the true intent and meaning of the several deeds of 
cession. 


Mr. LOOMIS, on leave granted, moved to 
print ten thousand extra copies of the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury of the whole amount 
of the public lands to which the Indian utle has 
been extinguished, the amountgranted for bounty 
and public services, the amount surveyed, the 
amounts ceded to the States and Territories, and 
reserved for purposes of education, &c.; the entire 
cost to the Government of all public lands to 
which the Indian title has been extinguished; and 
the ar cam of land that have remained unsold 
by the latest retugn, &c., together with another 
report made on the same subject some days since. 
Mr. L. explained that these documents were very 
important, and would not exceed a single octavo 
sheet. 

Mr. BRIGGS suggested twenty thousand, 
which Mr. L. accepted, and so modified, the mo- 
tion was agreed to. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, on leave, from the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands, reported without amend- 
ment, Senate bill for the benefit of the Florida, 
Alabama, and Georgia Railroad Company; which 
was committed. 

Mr. ROBERTSON then proceeded with his re- 
marks on the subject of the public lands, citing 
the expressions of various States thereon; and he 
then went on to.detail what had been done in the 
committee, and the proceedings therein on the 
sundry propositions offered by different members, 
causing them to be read at the Clerk’s table. Mr. 
R. again held the floor until the orders of the day 
were called for. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG gave notice that, on 
Monday next, he should ask the House to pro- 
ceed with the remainder of the appropriation bills, 
that not being petition, but tanchinlod day. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLO 


JAMES P. CARLTON, 


The bill for the relief of James P. Carlton, on 
its third reading, was taken up. 

Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, on leave, made a reportin favor of the 
claim. 

The question pending, however, was the mo- 


| tion of Mr. Reep to recommit the bill to the 


above committee. 
After a debate, in which Mr. THOMAS ad- 
vocated the passage of the bill, and Mr. CON- 


NOR opposed, the latter gentleman moved to lay 


the same upon the table; and upon that motion 


Mr. FLETCHER, of Vermont, demanded the 


| yeas and nays; which were refused. 


The question was then taken, and the bill was 
laid upon the table—ayes 73, noes 56. 


BENJAMIN FRY. 

The bill for the relief of Benjamin Fry, on its 
third reading, was taken up; and, after a few 
words from Mr, TOUCEY, in explanation, it 
was read the third time and passed. 


RETURN B. BROWN. 


_ The bill for the relief of Return B. Brown, on | 
its third reading, was briefly opposed by Mr. | 
CRAIG, who moved to recommit it to the Com- || 


| mittee on the Judiciary. 


Messrs. EVERETT, HOWARD, TOUCEY, 


and McKENNAN supported the bill, and Messrs. 


CRAIG and PETRIKIN opposed it; when 


Mr. McKENNAN demanded the previous | 


question, which was carried, and the bill was 
passed by a vote of 95 to 30. 


GENERAL J. E. WOOL. 
The bill allowing certain extra rations to Gen- 


eral John E. Wool, coming up on its third read- 


| ing, was opposed by Messrs. WILLIAMS of | 


| North Carolina, 


MALLORY, ° GIDDINGS, 


| PETRIKIN, and McKAY, and it was advo- 


eated by Messrs. TAYLOR, THOMPSON, 
HOFFMAN, and LEGARE, when 


Mr. McKAY moved to lay the bill on the | 


| table; on which motion 





Mr. MALLORY demanded the yeas and nays; 
which, being ordered, were—yeas 82, nays 65. 
So the bill was laid on the table. 


RECONSIDERATION——B. FRY. 


Mr. CRAIG moved to reconsider the vote by | 


which the bill for the relief of Benjamin Fry was 
passed, 

The motion was advocated by Mr. CRAIG, 
and opposed by Mr. TTOUCEY; when 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, moved the 


previous question, which was seconded; and the | 


question was taken on the motion to reconsider, 
and decided in the negative. 


SALT LICK RESERVATION. 


The bill for the relief of certain settlers living 
on whatis called the Salt Lick reservation in the 
western district of Tennessee, was next taken up. 

After a few remarks from Mr. MAY, 

Mr. CHAMBERS moved the previous ques- 


| tion; and upon a division of the House, it was 


ascertained that no quorum voted; whereupon, 
Mr. VANDERVEER moved that there bea 

call of the House, which was ordered; and one 

hundred and thirty-one members having an- 


swered to their names, 


On motion of Mr, SHIELDS, all further pro- 


_ ceeding in the call was suspended. 


The motion for the previous question being 
seconded, the main question was then ordered; 
upon which, 


Mr. CONNOR demanded the yeas and nays, 
which the House refused to order; and the ques- 


| tion was taken on the passage of the bill; but 


| against it, no quorum Voting, 


there appearing, on cgunt, only 69 for, and 41 


> 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, moved the 
House adjourn; and upon that motion 


Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, demanded the. 


yeas and nays; which being refused, the question 


_ was then taken on the adjournment, and determ- 


ined in the negative. 
The question then recurred upon the passage 


of the bill; upon which question, on the motion 


of Mr. ADAMS, the yeas and nays were or- 
dered, and were—yeas 90, nays 52. 
So the bill was passed. 


BE. — 





February 9, 


RECONSIDERATION—-J. P. CARLTON, 


Mr. FLETCHER moved to reconsider a 
| vote by which the bill for the relief of James p 
| Carlton was laid upon the table; and the question 
| upon the same was postponed until to-morrow, 


1} LOOMIS C. BASSETT. 


| The bill for the relief of Loomis C. Bassey 
and otherg@was taken up, read the third time, anq 
passed. 





GEORGE FISHER. 


|| ‘The bill for the settlement of the claims of 
|| George Fisher was next taken up; and after a 
| few remarks from Mr. CHAMBERS in opposi- 
| tion, and Mr. DOWNING in favor of its pas- 
| sage, 

| Mr. PETRIKIN moved to recommit the same 
| to the Committee of Claims. 

A further debate ensued, in which Messrs, 
| BELL, CLOWNEY, and McKENNAN adyo. 
| cated, and Mr. PETRIKIN opposed its passage, 
{| but before coming to any decision, ? 
| On motion of Mr. POTTS, the House ad. 
|| journed. 


| IN SENATE. 
Saturpay, February 9, 1839. 
The VICE PRESIDENT communicated a letter 


from the Secretary of War, inclosing a report 
from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, relative 
to the expenses incurred in negotiating and con- 
cluding the treaty with the Cherokee Indians; 
which, 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, was laid on the 
table. 

The VICE PRESIDENT also announced a 
communication from the War Department, in- 
closing a report from the same officer, in relation 
to the commissions allowed for the adjudication 
of claims under the Cherokee treaty; which was 
also laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. MORRIS, the Committee on 


| Pensions had leave to employ a clerk. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. PRENTISS presented the communication 
|| from Colonel Alden Partridge and Edmund Burke, 
in behalf of the military State conyention of the 
State of Vermont, lately assembled at Montpelier, 
in that State, recommending a plan for the reor- 
ganization of the militia of the United States. 

Mr. HUBBARD supported the motion, and 
spoke of the great value of the document, and the 
distinguished military skill of Colonel Partridge, 
one of its authors; after which the question was 
| taken, and the motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of Enoch 
Giddings, asking to be compensated for an im- 
provement in ordnance; which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, presented the petition 
of John W. Massey; which was referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. MORRIS presented a number of petitions 
from citizens of the States of Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
and New York, one signed by a woman and her 
daughters, and two signed by Arthur Tappan, of 
New York, all praying for the abolition of slavery 
in the District of Columbia, the suppression of the 
trade in slaves between the States, and praying 
that no State may be admitted into the Union 
whose constitution tolerates slavery. 

Mr. M. addressed the Senate at great length, 
and with much warmth, in support of the objects 
of the petitioners, and, in concluding, moved that 
the petitions be received, and referred to the Com- 
| mittee on the Judiciary. j 
On motion of Mr. LUMPKIN, the motion to 
| receive the petitions was laid on the table. 


| BILLS INTRODUCED. 
| 





Mr. LINN, on leave, and in pursuance of no- 
| tice given, introduced a bill to amend the act of 
| the 3d March, 1837, entitled “An act su plement- 
| ary to the act entitled ‘An act to amend the judi- 
cial system of the United States;’’? which was 
_ read twice and referred. 

Mr. NORVELL, on leave, and in pursuance 
| of notice given, iggroduced a Lill to alter the times 

of holding the circuit court of the United States 
| for the district of Michigan; which was read twice 
ii and referred. 


1889 


Mr. L 
on Mond 
right of p 
of jand t 
State of | 
construc 
to the M 


R 


Mr. R 
Post Offi 
referred 
John Bre 
reported 
the latte! 

M es 
Land Cl 
to confir 
of jand \ 
the Hou 
Graham 
was reac 

Mr. I 
Foreign 
the bill 1 
represen 
recomm| 

Mr. f 
and Can 
ington ¢ 
to const 
the Unit 


The f 
erally ri 
A bil 
A bil 
A bil 
heirs of 
A bill 
the Sait 
of Ten 
A 


Mr. 
the arm 
of Flo 
Indians 

The 
Whole 
indefin 

The 
negatiy 

YEAS 
Davis, F 
Preston. 
Swift, 1 

NAY! 
houn, C 
Linn, L 


Roane, 
Willian 


Mr. 
the de 
Mr. 
amend 
teen 
land ; 
On 
dered 
table 1 
Afu 
the Se 


I 


Mr 
vote | 
Woo 
move 
whic! 

Mr 
from 
being 


the ri 


Tl 
then 
porte 
the s 
the f 

Res 








1839. 


eee 





NOTICE OF A BILL. 
Mr. LINN gave notice that he would ask leave 





on Monday next, to bring in a bill to grant the | 


right of preémption to five hundred thousand acres 
of Jand to the Tron Mountain Company, in the 
State of Missouri, to aid said company in the 
construction ofa railroad from the Iron mountain 
to the Mississippi river. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. ROBINSON, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, to which had been 
referred the bills from the House for the relief of 
John Brown, Richard Dexter, and Patrick Green, 
reported the two former without amendment, and 
the latter with an amendment; which was read. 


Mr. MOUTON, from the Committee on Private | 


Land Claims, reported the bill from the House, 
to confirm the claim of Charles Morgan to a tract 
of land without amendment. Also, the bill from 


the House for the relief of the heirs of William | 


Graham, deceased, with an amendment; which 
was read. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, from the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, reported, without amendment, 
the bill from the House for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Bradford, deceased, 
recommending its passage. 

Mr. FOSTER, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported e bill to authorize the Wash- 
ington County Turnpike Company, in Missouri, 
to construct a road through the public lands of 
the United States. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bills from the House were sev- 
erally read twice and referred: 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin Fry; 

A bill for the relief of Return B. Brown; 





A bill for the relief of James Loomis and the | 


heirs of James Bassett; and 
A bill for the relief of certain settlers living on 


the Sait Lick reservation, in the western district | 


of Tennessee. 
ARMED OCCUPATION OF FLORIDA. 


Mr. BENTON moved to take up the bill for | 
the armed occupation of that part of the Territory | 


of Florida now overrun by bands of marauding 
Indians; which motion was agreed to. 
The bill was considered asin Committee of the 


Whole, the question being on the motion for the | 


indefinite postponement of the bill. 


The question being taken, it was decided in the | 


negative—yeas 20, nays 24; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, Clcyton, 
Davis, Poster, Knight, McKean, Merrick, Morris, Prentiss, 
Preston, Rives, Robbins, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, Spence, 
Swift, Tallmadge, Webster, and White—20. 
NAYS—Mesesrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, King, 
Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nichoias, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, 


Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Wall, | 


Williams of Mississippi, Wright, and Young—24. 


Mr. BENTON offered several amendments to | 


the details of the bill; which were adopted. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Mississippi, offered an 
amendment requiring the settler to be over eigh- 
teen years of age to be entitled to the grant of 
land provided in the bill; which was adopted. 


On motion. of Mr. BENTON, the bill was or- | 


dered to be pri i ‘ 
eee eee ae teeaens one tae on the | Me.ADAMS, (the rules having been again sus- 


table till Monday next. 


. ‘ e ° | 
After the consideration of executive business, | 


the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, February 9, 1839. 


Mr. BRIGGS moved a reconsideration of the 
vote by which the bill for the relief of General 
Wool was yesterday laid on the table, and further 
moved to postpone the guestion untij next Friday; 


which was agreed to. 


Mr. PETRIKIN asked leave to report a bill | 
from the Committee on Indian Affairs; and it |. 
being objected to, Mr. P. moved a suspension of 


the rules; which did not prevail. 
PUBLIC LANDS. 


The unfinished business of the morning was | 
then resumed, being the following resolution, re- 
ported by Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, from 
the seleet committee of one from each State on 
the public lands: 


Resolred, That the committee report to the House, and 





TED. CUNGRE 






| 

| ask leave to be discharged from the further consideration 
of the subjec t-matters referred to them, and that the journal 
of the committee be reported and published. 

Resolved further, That the committee deem it irexpedi- 
ent to take further steps on the subject of the public lands. 

The question pending was on the proposed sub- 
stitute of Mr. Rosertson to distribute the pro- 

| ceeds of the sales of the public lands semi-annu- 
ally, to be suspended only in case of war. 

Mr. ROBERTSON resumed his remarks in 
examination of the various resolutions that had 
been offered in the select committee by Messrs. 
Harrison, Yeti, and Pickens, in i toa 
disposition of the public lands. Mr. R. then went 
into a statement of the amount of land donated to 
the new States, todemonstrate the inequality and 
partiality of thé compacts between them and the 
Federal Government. 

The hour having expired, Mr. R. gave way 

| without concluding, for the orders of the day. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved a suspension of 
the rules to enable Mr. R. to conclude, but the 
| House refused. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
nfunication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
in compliance with the acts of Congress, trans- 
mitting a statement of the balances due by re- 
ceivers of public money, on the books of the 
Register of the Treasury, which have remained 
unsettled, or appear to have been due three years 
prior to the 30th September, 1838. 

Also, a communication from the Commissioner 
|, of Pensions, in obedience to a resolution of the 
House of Representatives of the 4th instant, 


| self and William E. Woodruff, pension agent 
|| for the State of Arkansas, in the years 1837 and 
| 1838, upon the subject of the funds furnished the 
latter for the payment of pensions. 


TERRITORIAL BUSINESS. 


|| Mr, SHIELDS remarked that this was private 
| business day, and it seemed to him that the 
|| Elouse had already passed as many private bills 
|| as would be acted on by the other body this ses- 
| sion; and he therefore hoped they would consent 
to take up and dispose of the public business on 
the Speaker’s table. 





| | 
|| Mr. UNDERWOOD said he had given notice 


that he should to-day call up the resolution in 
relation to the heirs of James Rumsey, and he 
|, should persist in his motion. 

Mr. SHIELDS thereupon moved a suspension 
of the rules to attain his object. 

Mr. LOOMIS suggested a modification to make 
|| the suspension general for public business alone 
|| for the residue of the session. 

Mr. SHIELDS did not yield to the suggestion, 
and his own motion was negatived. 
| Mr. McKENNAN stated that Monday next 
|| was set apart for the consideration of territorial 
|| business, and he asked leave to make a report 
|| connected therewith. 
| 
' 


Objection being made, 


On Mr. M.’s motion, the rules were suspended, | 


|; and he reported, from the Committee on Roads 
| and Canals, a bill to authorize the construction 
|| of certain improvements in the Territory of Wis- 
consin, and for other purposes. 


pended for the purpose,) from the Committee on 
Manufactures, reported with anamendment, Sen- 
ate bill for the relief of the Alabama, Georgia, and 


Florida Railroad Company, viz., to extend the 
| time of the payment of their duty-bonds. 


| of the above company, giving notice he should 


| ordered to be 


| 
j | 
| 
| 


printed. 


ordered to be printed. ; 


| Wisconsin. 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
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| inclosing copies of correspondence between him- | 


|. Mr. LINCOLN, on leave, laid on the table an 
amendment to the bill reported yesterday from 
the Committee on the Public Lands, for the relief 


| move it when the bill came up; and the same was 


Mr. BRONSON laid on the table accommuni- 
cation in relation to the Territories; which was 


Mr. JONES, of New York, from the Commit- 
tee on the Territories, reported a bill granting to 
| the judges of the supreme court of [owa the same 
compensation as by Jaw is given to the judges of 


| On motion of Mr. DOWNING, the bill for the 
establishment of certain, ports of entry in the Ter- | 
ritory of Florida was recommitted to the Com- 





oun 


Mr. DOTY, on unanimous leave, laid on the 
table a substitute he proposed to move to one of 
the bills in relation to the Territory of Wiscon- 


sin, and it was ordered to be printed. 


Several bills from the Senate were taken up, 
read twice, and reterred to their appropriate stand- 
ing committees. 


PENSION AGENCY AT MONTPELIER. 


The bill from the Senate for the establishment 
of a pension agency at Montpelier, Vermont, 
coming up, 

Mr. FLETCHER, of Vermont, moved that 
the bill be engrossed and read a third time; ob- 
serving that the passing of this bill was but an 
act of common justice to the revolutiefidry patriots 
that still lingered among us. There were two pen- 
sion agencies in Vermont; one at Windsor, on the 
extreme eastern, and the other at Burlington, on 
the extreme western, border of the State. Mont- 
pelier is the center and capital of the State. Many 
of the pensioners have to travel a greater distance 
to draw their pensions, to Windsor or Burlington, 


| than it is from any section of the State to Mont- 


pelier. The section of the State accommodated 
by the passage of this bill—namely, Essex and 
Caledonia counties, &c.—travel directly through 
Montpelier in going to Burlington for their pen- 
sions, crossing the State from east to west. It 
was agreat hardship to these pensioners, as well 
as unjust, to compel these invalid pensioners to 
| travel a distance of eighty miles, going and com- 
ing, for their pensions, when, by passing this 
bill, their pensions can be paid at Montpelier, 
free of any expense to the Government; tor the 
bill provides that the pensioners shall be paid 
free of cost and charges to the General Govern- 
| ment. What, then, is the objection to the pas- 
| sage of this bill? What disadvantage can it be 
| to the Government to establish this agency ? 
None whatever. It is so just, so reasonable, 
that it is confidently hoped that the House will 


|| order it to be engrossed, read a third time, and 


pass the same. 

Mr. ALLAN, of Vermont, moved to refer it 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions; 
for, he said, a bill of this character ought not to 
pass without undergoing the investigation of a 
committee. 

Mr. FLETCHER expressed a hope that the 

bill would not take that course. 
| Mr. EVERETT was understood to advocate 
the commitment. 

Mr. FLETCHER rejoined; when Mr. At- 
LAN’s MowWwN Was agreed to. 


JAMES RUMSEY. 


| Mr. UNDERWOOD then called up the follow- 
| ing joint resolution, reported by him a day or 


: 
| two ago from.the select committee raised on the 
| 


subject: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
| the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
| the President be, and he is hereby, requested to present to 
| James Rumsey, jr., the son and only child of James Rum- 
sey, deceased, a suitable gold medal, commemorative of 
his father’s services and high agency in giving to the world 
| the benefits of the steamboat. 


The motion of Mr. Unperwoop being agreed 


0, 
Mr. RUMSEY addressed the House at length 
in support of the claims of his relative. 
As soon as Mr. R. had concluded, the question 
was taken on the engrossment of the resolution, 
| and it was ordered to a third reading this day 
nem. diss. 


t 


GEORGE FISHER. 


The bill for the settlement of the claims of 
| George Fisher came up’ on the motion of Mr. 
PeTrRIKIN to recommit the bill to the committee 
which reported it. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of South Carolina, ex- 
plained the merits of the claim; and after some 
| further remarks from Messrs. BELL, DOWN 
ING, and GLASCOCK, in support of the bill, 
and by Messrs. CHAMBERS, MERCER, and 
| PETRIKIN, in opposition thereto, 
Mr. CHAMBERS moved to Jay the bill upon 
| the table; which was agreed to. 
Mr. DOWNING inquired whether it would 
| be in order at that time to move to recommit the 
bill? 
| The SPEAKER decided that it would not; 
| and 
' Mr. CALHOON, of Kenticky, to enable the 
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gentleman from Florida to make that motion, 
moved a reconsideration of the vote; to which | 
the Liouse refused to agree. | 

Mr. SIBLEY suggested to the House the pro- 
priety of taking the same order in reference to 
the business on the Speaker’s Calendar, as the 
House had adopted for that on the general Cal- 
endar, that is: to lay aside all bills causing de- 
bate, and act upon those claims to which there 
was no objection; to which suggestion, however, 
the House refused to accede, 

The joint resolution granting a medal to James 
Rumsey, jr., reported in a former part of this 
day’s proceedings, was read the third time and | 
vassed, 

The bilMee the relief of Lewis H. Bates and | 
William Lacon next came up in order; and, after 
a few remarks from Messrs. CAMBRELENG 
and POPE in favor, and Messrs. CHAMBERS | 
and PETRIKIN in opposition, 

Mr. CALHOON, of Kentucky, moved the | 
previons question; which was seconded, and the | 
main question ordered; and upon the question, 
“ Shall the bill pass ?’’ it was decided in the neg- 
ative. | 

‘The bill for the relief of James H. Grant, Mars. | 
W. Simpson, and Preston Going; and 

The bill to compromise the claims of the Uni- | 
ted States against the Alleghany Bank of Penn- | 
sy!vania, were read the third time and passed. 

The joint resolution relating to the awards | 
made by commissioners under the Choctaw 
treaty, came up in order, and was, on the motion 
of Mr. EVERETT, postponed until Monday | 


next, 


The bill for the relief of Griffith Combe and || 


John P. Ingle, trustees of the house in the city of 
Washington commonly called the Brick Capitol, 
was read the third time and passed. 

The bill for the relief of Jamison & William- 
son, which was passed on the 2d of February, 
came up in order; the question being on the mo- | 
tion of Mr. WitxiaMs, of Kentucky, on thatday 
to reconsider the vote on the same; and after a | 
few remarks from Mr. W. in favor of said mo- 
tion, and in opposition to the principles involved 
in the bill, and Mr. CALHOON, of Kentucky, 
in Opposition to the reconsideration, 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, demanded the 
yeas and nays on the motion; but the House re- 
fused to order the same; and the question on re- | 
considering was taken, and decided in the nega- | 
tive. 
The bill for the relief of Cornelius Taylor, 
which passed on the same day as the above, and 
involving the same principles, and similarly situ- 
ated, came up in order; when Mr. WILLIAMS 
withdrew his motion to reconsider the vote by 
which it was passed. 

The bill for the relief of Philip Lightfoot came 
up on its engrossment; and, after some remarks 
by Mr. ALLAN, of Vermont, in opposition, and 
Mr. TALIAFERRO in favor of, the passage of 
the same, and before coming to a decision upon | 
the same, 


Mr. PETRIKIN moved that the House ad- | 


journ, 


Mr. CHAMBERS demanded the yeas and 
nays on the motion to adjourn; but the House 
refused to order them. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from W. B. Lewis, Second Auditor 
of the Treasury, transmitting copies of such ac- 
counts as have been rendered to that office by | 
persons charged or intrusted with the disburse - 
ment or application of moneys, goods, or effects, 
for the benefit of the Indians, from the lst Octo- 
ber, 1837, to the 30th September, 1838; together | 
with a statement containing a list of the names of | 
all persons to whom goods, moneys, or effects | 
have been delivered within the same period; pre- 
pared in obedience to an act of Congress of the | 
30th June, 1834. 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of | 
War, in compliance with a resolution of the | 


House of Representatives of the 28th ultimo, || bill making appropriations for certain military |, ®Pprobation with which such a measure would 


transmitting a communication from the Solicitor | 
of the Treasury, giving information of the condi- | 
tion of the balance due the United States by John 
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IN SENATE. 
Monpay, February 11, 1839. 
The VICE PRESIDENT announced a commu- 


| 


nication from the Secretary of War, in answer to | 


the resolution of the Senate of the 25th ultimo, 
on the subject of the abandonment of Fort Arm- 
strong, in the State of Illinois, and the disposition 
subsequently made of it; and, on motion of Mr. 
YOUNG, it was laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Also, a communication from the American Silk 


Company; which, on motion of Mr. SEVIER, | 
was referred to the Committee on Agriculture, | 


and ordered to be printed. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 
Mr. WEBSTER presented the memorial of 


Daniel Rayan, on the subject of an improved || 
_ financial system for the United States; which was | 


referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. W. also presented the petition of a num- 
ber of citizens of the county of Plymouth, Mas- 
sachusetts, praying for an appropriation to im- 


prove the harbor at the mouth of North river, in | 


| that State. 


|| Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, presented the pret- | 


amble and joint resolutions of the Legisiature of 
Alabama, on the subject of the currency, and the 
various questions which have agitated the coun- 


try; which were read, laid on the table, and or- | 


dered to be printed. 


| Mr. MERRICK presented the petition of James 
|| Williams; which was referred to the Committee 


on the Judiciary. 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented a report made in 
the Legislature of New Jersey, accompanied b 
certain resolutions on the subject of the disposi- 
tion of the public lands; which were laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, presented a joint res- 
olution of the General Assembly of that State, 


deprecating any interference on the part of the | 


Legislatures of the States, or of Congress, with 
the domestic institutions of the slaveholding 


| States, without their consent; which, on his mo- | 
tion, was read, ordered to be printed, and laid on | 


the table. 
Mr. LYON presented the petition of several 


young men, occupants and cultivators, but not | 


'**housekeepers by personal residence,’’ on the 
public lands in 


as to give them the right of preémption, 
| Mr. LUMPKIN presented the memorial of 
' sundry citizens of the State of New York, pre- 
senting a plan for preventing accidents from the 


use of steam; which was referred to the Commit- | 


tee on Commerce. 


Mr. KING presented the memorial of the Le- | 
gislature of the State of Alabama on the subject | 


of the removal of. obstructions at the Muscle 
shoals; which was referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals. 


Mr. MORRIS presented several petitions pray- | 
ing for the afolition of slavery in the District of | 
Columbia, and against the annexation of Texas | 


to the Union; and moved that they be received. 
On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, of Missis- 
sippi, the motion to receive them was laid on the 
table. 
Mr. HUBBARD presented the memorial ofan 
individual who was sub-contractor under Farrow 


& Harris; which was referred to the Committee | 


on Claims. 


Also, the petition of Silas Buck, praying for a | 
pension; which was referred to the Committee on | 


Pensions. 

Petitions were also presented by Messrs. WIL- 
LIAMS, of Maine, and NICHOLS; petitioners’ 
names not heard. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill in relation to the town of 


| Southpors, in the Territory of Wisconsin; which | 


_ was read, and ordered to a second reading. 
_ Mr. F., from the same committee, reported the 
roads in the State of Arkansas. 

On motion of Mr. F., the same committee was 
discharged from the further consideration of the 


alamazoo county, Michigan, || 
praying Congress to so modify the existing law | 





____ February’) 


| merce, to which had been referred the bill from 
_ the House for the relief of certain umbrella may. 
ufacturers, reported the same* with an amend. 
ment; which was read. 

Also, with an amendment, the bill for the relies 
of Thomas Pritchard. 

Mr. D., from the same committee, reported q 
bill to refund to Noah Miller and others part of 
the proceeds of a British sloop, which was so}q 
for the benefit of the United States; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. KLNG, from the Committee on Commerce» 
reported without amendment the bill from the 
House for the relief of Winslow Lewis. 
| Mr. K. also reported several House bills that 
| had been referred to said committee. 
|| _ Mr. LYON, from the Committee on Roads and 
Canals, to which was referred two memorials of 
the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of 
|, Wisconsin on the subject, reported a bill making 

grants of land to said Territory, in aid of certain 

internal improvements; which was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading, and the accompanying 
| report ordered to be printed. P 
| Mr.L., from the same committee, to which was 
|} referred the ll making grants of land to the Ter- 
_ritory of Wisconsin in aid of certain internal im- 
|| provements, moved to be discharged from the 
| further consideration thereof, the objects of the 
bill being embraced in the one just reported by 
him; the motion wasagreed to. 

} 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 

Land Claims, reported without amendment the 

| bills for the relief of Zebulon Baxter and Asa 

| Clark. 

| On motion of Mr. ROANE, Daniel Steinrod had 
| leave to withdraw his petition and papers. 


| 
i| BILL INTRODUCED. 
|| Mr. KNIGHT, on leave, introduced a bill for 


| the relief of Samuel Warner; which was read 
twice and referred. 


MOUTHS OF THE MISSISSIPPI. 


Mr. NICHOLAS submitted the following res- 
olution; which was considered by unanimous 
| consent, and agreed to: 


| Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to com- 

municate to the Senate what has been done, or is doing, 
| towards increasing the depth of water in the mouths of the 
Mississippi, the orders given, and the reports received in 
relation thereto, the amouut of appropriation now neces- 
| sary, if any, for the continuance of the work, and a de- 
|| tailed statement of the expenditures under former appro- 
|| priations. 


COMPROMISE ACT. 


Mr. BENTON observed that some days ago, 
in the discussion of a bill then before the Senate, 
he had occasion to take some notice of the com- 
promise act; and he then made a statement of 
what had passed in relation to it between him- 
'self and a gentleman who was then a Senator 
| from the State of New Jersey, and head of the 
| Committee on Manufactures. Since making that 
statement he had reason to address a letter to the 
gentleman whose name he mentioned (Governor 
Dickerson) on the subject, and he had received 
an answer which he would read to the Senate, 
| and then let that answer stand as his statement. 
' Mr. B. then read the following: 


SccKasunny, New Jersey, February 5, 1839. 
Dear Sir: Last evening I received yours of the 30th 
| ultimo, which, no doubt, bad been detained on the road a 
day or two in consequence of the heavy rain by which our 
|| country has been lately deluged. 

Your letter contains an extract from the National Intelli- 
gencer, in which it is denied that Mr. Wessrer had said to 
me thathe had not been consulted as to the compromise bill, 
&c., and you ask for my recgilections as to this fact. | has- 
ten to relate to you the facts in this case, so far as [ can 
now recollect them. On the day before Mr. Ciay intro- 
duced this bill into the Senate, he mentioned to me that he 
|| had given notice that he should ask leave to introduce the 
|| bill on the next day, some of the leading features of which 

he stated to me. had not heard the notice given. He Said 
|| he had intended to show me the bill, but had been prevent- 
|| ed by a multiplicity of business in which he had been en- 
|, gaged, but that { should see it in the morning. 
| Next morning I waited upon Mr. Wenster, and asked 
| him if he was aware that such a bill was to be introduced? 
|| He assured me that he was not, and that he had not been 
|| consulted upon it, and expressed himself ee the dis- 

received 


; in New England. 
'| Inthe morning I arrived at my seat some minutes afterthe 
|| business of the day had commenced, and I found that Mr. 
| Cray had made his motion for leave to introduce his bill. 


irahan, late receive > . : Had Larrived before the business of the day had commenced, 

ahan, late receiver of the public money at | ‘bills from the House for the relief of Richard | no doubt T should have bed the opportustty of perasing (De 
|| bill before it was presented. As it was, | never saw it until 
it Was in print. 


Huntsville, Alabama. | 
The House then adjourned. 


Baxter and William Clark. 


' Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Com- | 


1839. 
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Wenste, as well as myself, opposed this bill, and 
poth voted against it. If you read the debates that took 
race in the Senate on the subject, on the 2kst, 22d, and 
Od February. 1833, [ think you will be convinced that 
neither Me. WessTER nor myself could have had any pre- 
yious notice Of this bill. I have not the file of papers by 
nye. but you may easily find them at Ww ashington. [ will, 
however, refer you to Mr. Weastrer’s speech upon this 
pil. reported in Niles’s Register, 4th series, volume 5, page 
zim which you will find abundant proof that he could not 
have been consulted as to its object or details. Among 
other expressions are these: * ‘There was no expectation 
atthe commencementof this short session that such a bill 
would be passed. The Senate had not had ume to know 
the pleasure of their masters. No opportunidy had been 
offered for obtaining a knowledge of either the course of 
jublic opinion, or the effect of this measure on the public 
interests.” If Mc. Wenster had been consulted on this 
pili, would he have made such declarations? or, if made, 
would they have passed unanswered ? 

Mr. Cray had previously stated to me his fears, that 
Mr. VerPLanck’s bill, which he considered as an Admin- 
jstration measure, Or some other bill originating from the 
same source, would pass, greatly to the injury, if not de- 
struction, of the manufacturing interest of the country, and 
suggested the propriety of making further concessions, in 
addition to those of the law of 1832, as the only means of 
saving even &@ part of the protective system, but without 
stating What those concessions should be. 1 answered him 
that [did not fear Mr. VerrLanck’s bill ; that it could never 
yass; that it Was already so altered and amended that I 
did not believe Mr. VerpLanck would vote for it him- 
self; and that, at all events, we should swffer the law of 
1832 to go into complete operation before we should make 
any alterations in its provisions. 

There was no obligation on the part of Mr. CLay to con- 
sult me on his bill; what he said to me I considered as a 
mere act of courtesy. The bill originated with himself, 
without any participation of the Committee on Manufac- 
tres, of which both he and I were members. The fact, 
h. wever, that I was associated with him on that commit- 
tee, led to a belief that [ inust have been acquainted with 
the provisions of the bill before it was matured, and sub 
jected me to some unpleasant inquiries, as to this fact, in 
one of which, no doubt, I stated to you the conversation I 
had had with Mr. Wester. : 

| regret extremely being called on to state conversations 
jong past, with gentlemen whose recollections now, or un- 
derstanding at the time, may not be precisely the same as 
my own; more especially as there was much misappre- 
lension in the public papers as to the debates upon this 
bill. 

lam, with great respect, your obedient servant. 

MAHLON DICKERSON. 
Hon. Tuomas H. Benton, Washington, D. C. 


Mr. 


2 


Mr. B. said he had felt himself called on to | 


write to Governor Dickerson, to know whether 
he had made any mistake in the statement he gave 
as to what had passed between them. He now 
presented Governor Dickerson’s own words, by 
which it would be seen that the statement he had 
made was substantially correct. 

‘Mr. WEBSTER observed that it was, of 
course, very well known that he differed with the 
Senator from Kentucky as to the propriety of 
passing the compromise act. He never com- 
plained, however, of any want of courtesy or 
kindness in the Senator for not consulting him on 
the subject. 
from Kentucky did communicate to him, some 
weeks before, that he had it in contemplation to 
bring forward an important measure, without 
saying what that measure was. He certainly did 
become acquainted with the measure before the 
Senator introduced it; but he could not say that 
he knew of it before the notice was given in the 
Senate. He was inclined to think that the con- 
versation of which Governor Dickerson speaks, 


was about the time of the notice given of theinten- | 


tion of the Senator from Kentucky to introduce 
the bill. All he had at present to say was, that, 
differing as he did with the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, with regard to the measure spoken of, he 
made no complaint as to his not being consulted. 

Mr. CLAY, of Keftucky, said he did not know 
that it wasa matter of the slightest consequence 
to the Senate or the public to be informed of the 
preliminary steps which led to the adoption of a 


The truth was, that the Senator | 
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arrival, he proceeded to Philadelphia, in compa- 
ny with a friend from Louisiana, sinee deceased, 
While there, the project of a compromise of this 
great and an. pay question presented itself to 


| his mind, and was the subject of reflection and 
| consultation with that friend. 


‘The Senator from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Wessrer] passed through 
Philadelphia about that time, and the plan was 
communicated to him: it was true that the Sen- 
ator expressed his disapprobation of it. 


| mittee ef very intelligent gentlemen interested in 
| manufactures waited on him, (Mr. C.,) to know 


| that was threatening them. 





great public measure; it was Sufficient to say that | 


it was submitted by himself, on his own respons- 
ibility; and, after a full discussion in the commit- 


tee, in the Senate, and in the House of Represent- | 


atives, was adopted by decisive majorities, and 
responded to by the nation with an enthusiasm 
almost unexampled. He was not responsible to 
any whether consultations were or were not held 


on the subject before its introduction to the Sen- | 
ate; it was sufficient for him to say that it was | 
introduced, and passed in the manner he had — 


Mentioned, 


Mr. C, said he came to this city from Ashland, 


in December, 1832. At that time there was an 


impression generally prevalent that the protect- | 


ive system was about to_receive a fatal shock, 


and would be prostrated. Immediately after gs | 


what could be done to save them from the danger 
To this committee 
he communicated his plan of settling this ques- 
tion, at least for a term of years, and it met their 
hearty concurrence and approval. 

Upon his return to this city, he consulted the 
Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Davis] upon 
the subject, and he at first expressed his appro- 
bation of it; but after further consultation and re- 
flection upon it his views were changed, and he 
voted againstit. He thought it was prior to his 
introduction of the bill into the Senate, that he 
called a meeting of his political friends at his 
lodgings. There were some eight or ten present, 
aud his impression was that théWenator from 
Massachusetts was there: certain he was that he 
was invited. The bill was read at this meeting, 
and its provisions discussed; and the fact that he 
(Mr. C.) had such a measure in contemplation 
was notorious in both Houses of Congress, and 
one or two motions were made by persons who 


| had some glimpses of the plan, to anticipate its 
| introduction. 


He regarded these particulars re- 
specting the preliminaries to the introduction of 
the compromise act, exceptas matters of history, 
unimportant; the great and beneficial results that 
had followed its adoption was a sufficient excuse 
for its introduction. 

With regard to the Senator from New Jersey, 
[Mr. Dickerson,] whose letter has been read, he 
was upon such terms with him as to forbid a con- 
fidential intercourse between them. He knew 
that he was a warm friend of the manufacturing 
interest; but he was also a friend of the Admin- 
istration; and he stood as many others who con- 


A com- ! 
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sidered their devotion to the Administration par- | 


amount to their devotion to the highest interests 
of their country. It seems that, from his letter, 
he did mention the matter to him, and it might 
be so, but he had no recollection of having done 
so. : 

Mr. BENTON rose to say that he had no con- 
nection with this conversational debate, except in 


the single point of the accuracy of his statement | 


of what had passed between Governor Dickerson 
and himself. He had read the letter for the single 
purpose of showing that he had committed no 
error in reporting the conversation of that gentle- 
man. His object was accomplished by the read- 
ing of the letter itself; and he believed it was 
apparent that there was no mistake either in 


himself or in Governor Dickerson; and that the | 


statement of the latter was very consistent with 


the remarks which the reading of the letter had } 


called forth. 

Mr. DAVIS well remembered the transactions 
of the period referred to, for he felt a very strong 
interest in what was going on. He was ready and 
willing to do the Senator from Kentucky all the 
justice he was entitled to, and could corroborate 
his statement except as to that part in which the 


Senator stated that he (Mr. D.) was at one time || 


favorably disposed towards the compromise act, 
which was not so, as he had been opposed to it 
from first to last. 


Mr. WEBSTER said that the Senator from | 


Kentucky [Mr. CLay] seemed to suppose that he 
(Mr. W.) was present at a consultation prior to 
the introduction of the bill in the Senate, or that 
he was invited to attend. The latter was very 
probable, but he had no recollection whatever of 
being present at any such consultation. 


inaudible to be understood, which terminated the 
discussion on the subject. 


INTERFERENCE IN ELECTIONS. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration || 
of the bill to prevent the interference of Federal | 


officers in elections, as the special order of the || 


| duce a bill making appropriations for the contin- 


day; when 
Mr. WALL, who had the floor, addréssed the 


| 
ti 










in reply to Mr. Crrrrenpen, and in opposition 
to the bill. 

After the reception of some reports from the 
Executive Departments, 

On motionof Mr. RIVES, the Senate adjourned. 


KR 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, February 11, 1839. 
Mr. EVANS remarked that, as this day was 
set apart for the business of the ‘Territories, he 


asked leave to report a bill relating thereto. 


Mr. CUSHMAN requested the gentleman to 
make his motion general for all the committees 


to be called on for reports. [Cries of ** No! no!’’} 


Mr. EVANS then, no objection being made, 
from the Committee on Roadsand Canals, reported 
a bill for the improvement and survey of certain 
rivers, and the repair of certain roads, in the Ter- 
ritory of Florida. 

Mr. CUSHMAN also asked leave to report a 
bill relative to Wisconsin 

Mr. CHAMBERS moved that the committees 
be called on generally for reports. 

Mr. CUSHMAN had no objection; but the mo- 
tion having been’ put, was disagreed to, 

Mr. CUSHMAN then, on leave, fromthe Com- 
mittee on Commerce, reported a bill to establish 
a portof entry at St. Joseph’s, Florida. 

Mr. HAYNES then rose and said that he 
would make one more, and he thought the last, 
effort to dispose of the President’s annual mes- 
sace. He therefore asked leave to move thatthe 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
be discharged from the further consideration of 
that document, with a view to bring it into the 
House and dispose of it. 

Objection being made, Mr. H. moved a sus- 
pension of the rules, demanding the yeas and 
nays; which, being ordered, were—yeas 57, nays 
61; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Andrews, Banks. Beers, Beirne, Bick- 
nell, Birdsall, Bouldin, Buchanan, Bynum, Cambrelteng,Ca- 
sey, Chaney, Chapman, Cleveland, Crabb, Crag, Cushman, 
Davee, Elmore, Farrington, Isaac Fletcher, Gallup, Glas- 
eock, Granuland, Hammond, Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, 
Holt, Hopkins, Ingham, Thomas B. Jackson, Joseph John- 
son, Keim, Klingensimith, Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, 
Loomis, Lyon, Mallory, Martin, McKay, Robert MeC.clian, 
Abraham McClellan, MeClure, Miller, Montgomery, Mur 


| rav, Noble, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, 


Pennybacker, Petrikin, Pickens, Plumer, Pratt, Join H. 
Prentiss, Reily, Richardson, Rives, Sheffer, Charles Shep 
ard, Sheplor, Spencer, Stuart, Swearingen, Taylor, Thomas, 
Toucey, Towns, Turney, Vanderveer, Weeks, Whittlesey, 
Jared W. Williams, and Yell—87. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, John W. Allen, Bell, 
Bond, Briggs, Bronson, William B. Caihoun, Johu Caihucn, 
Chambers, Clark, Corwin, Cranston, Cushing, Davies, 


|| Dunn, Evans, Everett, Ewing, Richard Pletcher, Rice Gar 


land, Giddings, William Graham, Grant. Halsted, Harlan, 
Hawes, Herod, Jabez Jackson, Lincoln, Marvin, Sampson 
Mason, Maury, May, McKennan, Menefee, Mitchell, Nay- 


| lor, Noyes, Peck, Potts, Rariden, Randolph, Robinson, 
| Rumsey, Russell, Augustine H. Shepperd, Shields, Sibley, 


|| Slade, Stone, Stratton, Taliaferro, ‘Toland, Underwood, 


| John White, Lewis Williams, Sherrard Williams, Christo- 


pher H. Williams, Word, and Yorke—61. 


Not being two thirds, the rules were not sus- 
pended. 
Mr. WORD asked the House to take up an 


|| amendment of the Senate to the House bill re- 


| for the State of Mississippi; which was agreed to, 


! 


lating to the district courts of the United States 


| and the amendment was concurred in. 


Mr. BRONSON moved the consideration of 
the special order, (territorial business,) remark- 
ing that, if the States were called through for res- 


| olutions, it would take up all day, and all the day 


be lost for the former. 
Objection being made, Mr. B. moved to sus- 
pend that partof the order providing that resolu- 


|, tions should first be called; but the motion was 


| 


1\ 
Mr. KNIGHT made a few observations, too 


| 
| 


} 


disagreed to—ayes 83, noes 55—it requiring two 


' thirds. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, suggested the 
propriety of first considering resolutions already 
on the Calendar. 

[Cries of ** No!” * No!’’} 

Mr. W. Very well, then; I shall not press it. 
- Mr. DOWNING and Mr. MILLER asked 
leave to present petitions. 

"Mr. ADAMS objected to it, stating that he had. 
some three hundred petitions in his possession 
waiting to be presented. 

Mr. GRANT rose and asked leave to intro- 


i} uation of the construction of certain harbors. Mr. 





— 








G. explained that he had drafted the bill without 


the estimates sent in by the proper Department. 
Leave being granted, 


Mr. G. brought in ‘* A bill to provide for the 


for the year 1539;’’ which took the same refer- 


ence as the foregoing. 


Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, on leave, in- 
troduced a bill to provide for taking the census or 


enumeration of the inhabitants of the United 
States; which was read twice, referred to a Com- 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, | 


and ordered to be printed. 
Resolutions were called for in order, commenc- 


ing with the Territories, which will be given | 


hereafter. 


On motion of Mr. LEWIS, the Committee of 
Claims was discharged from the further consid- |, 
Lucas and A. | 


eration of the petitions of Henr 
B. King, and the petitioners ha 
draw the same. 


leave to with- | 


THE 





ed t | 6. Resolved, That in order to secure these great benefits, 
any new work, and confined its items rigidly to | 


| 


as well as to maintain correct principles in the administra 


| tion of the Governinent, it is expedient that the less pro 
|| ductive post routes, or such as offer no present inducement 
|| to private competition, should be sustuined, if necessary, 
|| by appropriations out of the common ‘Treasury, or revenues 
construction of certain harbors, and the removal || 


of obstructions at the mouths of certain rivers, | 


arising from other sources. 


Mr. CARTER submitted the following resolu- 


|| tion; which, under the rule, lies over one day: 


' 
j 


| 


| 


} 





Mr. MARTIN submitted the following reso- | 


lution: 
Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be directed to 


purchase and distribute to the members and Delegates of | 
this House who were not members atthe last session, such | 


books as were authorized to be purchased for the members | 
of the T'wenty-Fitth Congress by the resolution of January | 
29, 183e, and that he pay (or the same out of the contingent | 


fund. 


| 


Mr. M. said he believed that there were but six | 


who would receive under the resolution. 
The question being upon the adoption of the 
resolution, 


Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, demanded the | 


yeasand nays on that question; which the House 
refused to order. 

Mr. BANKS said the House having refused to 
order the yeas and nays on the adoption of the 


resolution, the only alternative left him to show | 


his utter hostility to the whole system of legisla- 
tion embraced in the resolution, was to move 
that the resolution lie on the table; and on that 
question he demanded the yeas and nays; which 
were not, however, pale 9 

The resolution was then agreed to. 


Mr. RARIDEN moved to take up the resolu- | 


tion offered by bim on the 28th of January, in 


relation to the officers who have been acting as 
disbursing agents to the Indians, &c. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. R. moved to suspend the rules for that 
purpose; which, however, the House refused to 
agree to. 


On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, | 


it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation | 


to open the bar thatis now forming at the mouths of the 
Red river and the Atchafalaya, and of removing the ob 
structions ari-ing from the ledge of rocks opposite Alexan- 
dria, in Louisiana. 


On motion of Mr. RIDGWAY, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands inquire 
into the propriety of reducing the number of United States 
land offices in the State of Ohio to the smallest number 
that they may deem consistent with the public interest 

Mr. BELL submitted the following resolution; 
which,on his motion, was committed to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and ordered to be printed: 


1. Resolved, That of all monopolies, the most liable to | 


abuse, the most oppressive and unreasonable, are Govern 
ment monopolies ; and none such ouglit to be upheld, but 
upon the clearest grounds of expedieney and necessity. 


| 


Resolved, That the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office be instructed to inform this House whether land 
agents generally, or only particular land agents, resident in 
this city, be allowed the privilege of entering the different 


| rooms of the General Land Office at all times, and remain- 


| ing as many hours as they please, for the purpose of ac- 


quiring information useful to them in their business, and of 


| examining the ground plats of public lands already in the 


market, and of new lands about to be brought into market, 
furnished by the surveyors general, together with their pri- 
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vate reports as to the quality of the soil, nature of location, | 


proximity to navigable waters and railroads, etc., and of 


|| making extracts and memoranda from the same ; by which 


means the said agents have the power of ascertaining where 
the most valuable lands are located, and availing them- 
selves of information improperly obtained ; and also, wheth- 
er the books and papers of the preémption and other bu- 


| reaus of the office be accessible to them ; whether the great 


seal of the office has lately been found in the possession of 
any one under suspicious circumstances ; whether, since 
the reorganization of the General Land Office, quantities of 
patents have not been sent outin such vile and illegible hand- 
writing as must tend to bring the office into discredit; wheth- 
er any, and how many, since the reorganization of the Land 
Office,land patents have been returned to the Land Office for 
clerical inaccuracies, and whether there is not reason to sus- 





‘ 

February 1] 
= a Se ae . 
' Black Hawk, in Beaver county, Pennsylvania, to thy np. 
office in Clarksen, Columbiana county, Ohio: a teen 
about ten miles, by the way of the village of Nort} Semen 
formerly known by the name of Dillen’s Mills, ov Lins 

Beaver, a place equidistant between the two poists. z 


Mr. TOWNS offered the following resolution. 
which, under the rule, lies over one day: , 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be justryete, , 
communicate to, this House a copy of the corres iain a 
between General Jesup and the Creek warriors, iy, p:\; 

| to the negroes captured by them in the Seminole war. 4) 
the correspondence between General Arbuckle, ( 

| Armstrong, an! Nathaniel Collins, with the War 
ment, on the subject of said negroes. 


Mr. MONTGOMERY submitted the followine 
resolution; which, under the rule, lies over One 
day: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to fy, 
nish this House a statement showing the names of the 
| commissioned officers of the regular Army that were 


Alar . 
Colones 
Depart. 


absent 


|| from their command or post on the Ist of July aud January 


pect that great inaccuracies in the patents already sent out, | 


as well as in those ready to be sent out, exist to a consid- 
erable extent; if so, the reason of this gross negligence on 
the part of those who have to attend to the duty of sending 
the patents out in a correct state ; whether any clerks, and 


how many, since their appointment under the reorganiza- | 
|| tion of the Land Office, have been allowed the privilege of 


staying away from the office for several months at a time, 
giving their names, the reasons for granting them these 
extraordinary privileges, stating who performs their duties 


in their absence: and if substitutes are allowed, who pays | 


them, and the prices the substitutes receive as a remuuner- 
ation for performing the duties of the absent clerks. 


On motion of Mr. CROCKETT, it was 


Resolved, That the Postmaster General be instructed to 
communicate to this House all the facts in relation to the 
existing contract for carrying the mail from Louisville, Ken- 
tucky, to New Orleans; when and to whom the contract 
was let, and all the terms and conditions-of the same; 
whether all the terms and conditions of said contract have 


| been complied with by the contractor, and if not, in what 


respect he has failed to pertorm his obligations; and what 
steps, if any, have been taken to entorce a compiiance 
therewith. 


On motion of Mr. CALHIOON, of Kentucky, 
it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads inquire into the expediency of passing a law 
giving compenshtion to Peters, Moore & Company, for 
carrying the mail in stages between Philadelphia and Lan- 
easter, during the period that the passage upon the railroad 


was obstructed by a snow storm ; and also into the expedi- | 


ency of making compensation to the said company for car- 
rying the mail in stages on the turnpike road between Phil- 
edelphia and Lancaster; and also into the expediency of 
providing by law tor returning to said company the sum of 


$840, retained out of the pay of said company by the Post- | 
master General, on account of the said company carrying 


a greater number of passengers on their mail routes, Nos. 
1031 and 1058, than were permitted by their contracts. 


On motion of Mr. POPE, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be instructed to 
inquire into the justice of the claim of John Hays, for thirty 


dollars, for work performed for the public during the last || 


war, by order of an officer in the service of the United States, 
and that the committee report thereon. 


On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY, the bill for | 


the relief of James Bailey was recommitted to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


Mr. PARMENTER asked leave to present the | 
proceedings and resolutions of the Democratic | 


portion of the Massachusetts Legislature on the | 


2. Resolved, Phat the public post, wits its presentexclu- | subject of the Independent Treasury. 
sive privileges, can Only be sustained on principle, as an | ) 


institution of Government, authorized by the Constitution, 
80 Jong as it is necessury or essential to the operations of 
the Government in peace and in war, and n> longer. 

3. Resvived, That the exclusive right to carry letters for 
hire on all prineipal roads in the United States, claimed 
and asserted by the Federal Government, is a monopoly, 
exercised and tolerated at the commencement of the Gov 
ernment by reason of the low state of the public credit and 
finances, aud not upon any ground of consututional right 
or power, 

4. Resolved, That a longer acquiescence in a monopoly, 
originally asserted upon such questionable grounds, is 
neither expedient nor justifiable under the present improved 


state of the public credit, and the increased resources of. 
the country, 


e 


Objection being made, Mr. P. moved a suspen- 
sion of the rules. 


The rules were not suspended, two thirds not | 


voting in favor thereof. 
Mr. GRANT offered the following resolution; 
which, under the rule, lies over one day: 
Resolved, That bill No. 466, reported at the last session, 


instant, after the expiration of the morning hour. 
On motion of Mr. BICKNELL, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 


last. Also, the amount paid during the year 1838 to of 
of the Army for double rations, and to whom paid. 


On motion of Mr. McKAY, it was 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he is herp. 
by, directed to obtain, and communicate to this House at ay 
early a day as practicable during the next session of Coy,. 
gress, information to the following effect: The prices at 
which muskets, rifles, and pistols might be made and detiy. 
cred to the United States and private armories,if the same 
be located in any good and convenient position in the south. 
ern, the southwestern, and western sections of the Union; 
and that the said prices be obtained on the several suppo- 
sitions that the permanency of the employment of such 
armories, the total number employed in those sections of 
the Union, their respective annual amounts of manufac- 
tures, and their system of proof and inspection of fire-arms, 
be each in all respects the same as do now appertain tothe 
private armories employed by the Ordnance Department 
in the manufacture of small-arms. 


On motion of Mr. C. SHEPARD, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of placing two buoys in the 
harbor of Beanfort, North Carolina, one on More’s shoal and 
the other on Middle Ground shoal. 


| On motion of Mr. RENCHER, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims 
be directed to inquire into the expediency of allowing com 
mutation to the heirs of Richard D. Cook, for revolutionary 
services. 


On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Car- 
olina, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Patents be directed to 
inquire into the expediency of providing by law for refund- 
ing to applicants the fees they may have paid for a reissue 
or modification of their patents, when they shall have failed 
to obtain the same. 


Mr. RIVES submitted the following resola- 
tion; which, under the rules, lies one day on the 
| table: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be directed to 
cause to be prepared an abstract of the several petitions 
and memorials upon the s. bject of slavery, the abolition of 

| slavery, the slave trade, and against the admission of any 
| new State into the Union whose constitution may tolerate 
| Slavery, against the admission of Texas into the Union, and 
| for the recognition of the independence of Hayti, which 
| have been presented to this House since the commence- 
' ment of the ‘'wenty-Third Congress ; stating each session 
| separately, showing by whom presented, and the number 
of signers, men and woinen, Where the saine appears on 
the face of the papers. 


On motion of Mr. COLES, it was 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to furnish to this House a tabular statement of the an 
nual value of imports, payments into the Treasury on ac 
count of them, and the whole cost of their collection, with 
the rate per cent. on the value of imports, and also on the 
above named payments, from 1789 to 1837, inclusive, add- 
| ing the whole expenditures of the Government for each 
year during the same period, exclusive of trust funds and 
public debt. 


On motion of Mr. MALLORY, it was 
Resolved, That the Secretary 0° the Navy be directed to 


ficers 


|| inform this House what pay and emoluments are allowed 
|| to Lieutenant Wilkes and the officers under his command 


/ was 
providing for the construction of the Niagara ship canal, be || 
| made the special order of the day for Thursday, the 2lst || 


5. Resolved, That the business of carrying letters for higg, | establishing a post route from Wampsville, in the county || 


like every other branch of industry, connected with the |) of Madison, New York, by Lenax Furnace, to Cawasselan | 
prosperity and happiness of the country, should be thrown | 


open to the enjoyment of all the citizens of the United 


States, that the public may hereafter realize the advantages | 
of increased regularity, cheapness, security, and expedition, | 
which are sure to follow from a free competition of private 


capial and enterprise in this as in all other pursuits. 


creek. 


On motion of Mr. HENRY, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 


j 


\| establishing a mail route between the post office called | 


in the South Sea exploring expedition; and if any assur- 
ances have been given by the Department that the acting 
appointments now held by them will be confirmed on their 
return to the United States; and whetier the expedition is 
considered as of a naval character or not. 


On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Virginia, it 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency Of 
establishing a post route from Evansville, in the county ot 
Preston, to Beverly, in the county of Randolph, in the State 
of Virginia. 


On motion of Mr. MERCER, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the District of Colum 
bia be instructed to inquire into the expediency of causing 
repairs to be made in the street leading from the City Hall 
towards the United States arsenal, within the city of Wash- 


iven, Mr. THOMAS 


| ington. 


On leave presented the 


| 


| mgjnorial o sundry mechanics of this District, 
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employ 
a certain 


House; which memorial, on motion of Mr. T., | 
was reterred to the Committee on Public Build- | 


es, and was ordered to be printed. 
Dn motion of Mr. POTTER, it wa 


in 


ed on the public buildings, in relation to | 
bill now before a committee of this |! 


| 
j 
| 
| 
j 
| 


\ : | 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be required to inguire into the various claims | 


of Peters, Moore & Co., against the Post Office Department, 


which have been rejected by the Postmaster General, em- | 
pracing three general items, and report by bill or other- | 


wise. 
On motion of Mr. AYCRIGG, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 


to report a bill providing that the estimated tonnage of ves- | 


sels shall correspond with their actual capacity. 


On motion of Mr. HALSTED, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- | 


structed to Inquire Whether any, and what, costs are charged | 


against the United States, for printed copies of records of 


suits pending in the Supreme Court, which have been 


printed at the expense of the United States ; and also, that 
they be instructed to inquire What amount is paid annually 


for printing the records and proceedings tn suits pending | 


pefore the Supreme Court, and to whom paid ; and whether 
the clerk of that court charges suitors for copies of records 
of suits pending in the said court which are printed at the 
expense of the United States, and at what rate and by what 
rule the said charges are made; and whether any legislation 
js necessary in relation to the costs of suits in said court. 


Mr. RANDOLPH submitted the following res- | 


olution; which, under the rule, lies one day upon 
the table: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
tocommunicate to this House tabular statements of the re- 


ceipts and expenditures of the United States from the 4th | 


of March, 1789, to the present time ; showing the different 
sources trom whence the revenue has been reecived in 
each year, and the different heads, and total amount of ex- 
penditures, and the balance in the ‘l'reasury, of each year ; 
and also, the amount of appropriations under their respeet- 
ive heads, and the balanee thereof unexpended, of each 
year, during the same period; and also, the amount of im- 
ports, and of foreign and domestic exports, and of Ameri- 
can and foreign tonnage engaged therein, for each year, 
during the same period, 


Mr. BEERS offered the following resolution: 


Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of State, Secretary of-War, | 
Secretary of the Navy, and Postmaster General, be sever- | 


ally requested to report to this House, as soon as practica- 
ble, the time that it will necessarily take to answer the va- 
rious calls made by the House of Representatives on their 


respective Departments for information during its present || 
session, together with the probable cost of making theirre- | 


spective reports in answer to said calls, including the print- | 


ing OF the same; also, that they severally report to this | 
House the number of calls for information made on their | 


respective Departments during the last session, by whom 
nade, and the number of their respective reports made by 


virtue of the said calls, and what number have been acted || 


upon by the House of Representatives. 
Resolved, ‘That the Clerk be requested to ascertain and 


report to this Honse, as soon as practicable, the cost for | 


printing ordered during the present session, ihcluding the | 
reprinting of twenty thousand copies of Jast year’s docu- | 


ment No, 297; also, at what time the printing now ordered 
will be completed. 


Ovjection being made to its consideration at 
this time, 

Mr. BEERS asked for a suspension of the 
ules for that purpose, and upon that motion de- 
manded the yeas and nays; which were ordered, 
and were—yeas 97, nays 79; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, 
Beatty, Beers, Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Buchanan, By 
num, Cambreleng, John Campbell, Cliaaney, Chapman, 
Coles, Counor, Crary, Cushing, Cushman, Davee, Deberry, 
De Graff, Duncan, Edwards, Elmore, Richard Ficicier, 
isaac Fleteher, Fry, Gallup, James Garland, Giascock, 
Grantland, Gray, Griffin, Haley, Hammond, Hamer, Uaw- 


Kins, Haynes, Holsey, Holt, Ingham, Thomas B. Jackson, 
j 


On motion of Mr. MARVIN, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commeree be in- 


ations for the survey of the bar and harbors of the following 
rivers and ports in Florida, with a view to the improvement 
ofthe same: The bar of the river St. Johns, and the river 
and harbor of St. Marks, and more especially the new and 
better channel recently discovered by Benjamin Thornton, 
Esq., of said Territory. 


MATERIAL FOR THE PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 
Mr. PRATT begged permission of the House 


to offer the resolution, which, at his solicitation, 
had been ordered to be printed on a former day. 
He said we have bills now before us for con- 
structing a fire-proof War and General Post Of- 
fice Department; and it was of the utmost import- 
ance that the resolution should be immediately 
considered. He said the interest, as well as the 
honor of the country, in his humble opinion, re- 
quired that those buildings should be constructed 
of such material as would be permanent. He then 
referred to the comparative cheapness of granite 
and marble as a reason why they should give 
them the preference to sandstone, which is now 
being used in the construction of the Patent Of- 
fice and Treasury Department. He conceived it 
to be their duty to use the best materials, more 
especially when they can be procured at a much 
less expense than the inferior. He hoped, at 
least, that the public mind might he called to the 
subject, whatever might be the disposition the 
House made of the resolution. He hoped, how- 
ever, it would agree to consider it at the present 
time. 

Objection being made to its consideration, 

Mr. P. moved to suspend the rules tor that 
purpose; which motion was agreed to. 

The resolution was then read, as follows: 


Whereas, the materials used ir. the erection of the Treas- 
ury building in this city are eongelated sandstone, absorbing 
water, and requiring to be frequently painted, at great ex- 
pense, to preserve it against rain and frost: Therefore, 

Resolved, as the sense of this House, That all public build- 
ings herea(terto be erected forthe use of the Government, 
shall-be constructed of the hardest and most durable mate- 
rials, either of inarble or granite. 


Mr. P. moved its reference to the Committee on 


| Public Buildings and Grounds. 


Mr. TALIAFERRO moved, as instructions to 
the said committee, a proposition offered by him 
the other day asan amendment to the resolution; 


' 


| structed to inquire into the expediency of making appropri- | 


which proposition, having been then ordered to | 
be printed, was now in the hands of the public | 
|| printer, and the purportof which Mr. T. explained 


in the course of his remarks. 
Mr. T. moved that the further consideration of 


| the subject be postponed until to-morrow, and 


proceeded to say (as he was understood) that this 
preamble contained certain things as to materials 
which had not, in the course of long experience, 
been found to betrue. The preamble assumed 


that freestone required for its preservation fre- 


quent and constant painting. There were build- 
ings erected of this material which had been built 


more than a hundred years, on which a paint | 


srush had never fallen, and which were now as 
brush had fallen, and which v 


sound and unimpaired as they were the day they | 


were built. ' 
ings of Governor Spotswood, of Virginia, and 
another; near which, according to the best of his 
recollection, a paint brush had never been, and 


He alluded particularly to the build- | 


| which had sustained no manner of injury beyond, | 


seph Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, Klingensmith, | 


Leadbetter, Lewis, Lincoln, Logan, Martin, McKay, Abra- 
tam MeClellan, McClure, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, | 


Morgan, Samuel W. Morris,Calvary Morris, Murray, Noble, 
Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Paynter, Pennybacker, Phelps, 
Plumer, Potter, Pratt, Richardson, Rives, Sheffer, Augus- 


tine H. Shepperd, Charles Shepard, Shields, Sheplor, | 


Spencer, Stuart, Swearingen, Taylor, Thomas, Titus, ‘Tou- 
cey, Towns, Turney, Vail, Vanderveer, Webster, Weeks, 
Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Sherrard VWittians, and Jared 
W. Williams—97. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allan, John 
W. Allen, Aycrigg, Bond, Borden, Bouldin, Briggs, Bron- 
son, William B. Calhoun, William B. Campbell, Carter, 
Casey, Chambers, Cheatham, Childs, Clark, Crabb, Crans- 
ton, Crockett, Davies, Dennis, Dunn, Evans, Everett, 
Ewing, Fillmore, Rice Garland, Giddings, Goode, Halsted, 


Hastings, Hawes Herod, Hoffman, Hopkins, Robert M. T. | 


unter, Jenifer, Henry Johnson, Lyon, Marvin, Sampson 
Mason, Maury, MeKennan, Menefee, Mercer, Naylor, 
Noyes, Ogle, Peck, Pope, Potts, Sergeant S. Prentiss, Put- 
nam, Rariden, Randgjph, Reed, Rencher, Ridgway, Robin- 
son, Rumsey, Russeff, Sergeant, Sibley, Stade, Southgate, 
Stanly, Stone, Stratton, Taliaferro, Tillinghast, ‘Toland, 
Underwood, John White, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher 
fl. Williams, and Word—79. 


So the rules were not suspended. 


| 
| 
| 
1 


{| 
| 


| they now were. 


possibly, some little discoloration. 


As to the laboratories which were nowabout to | 


be built, (for such he designated these Depart- 


ments,) he was astonished to find that gentlemen | 


had become so magnificent in their ideas that 


| nothing would suit them short of marble or gran- 
| ite. 


He would go along with any gentleman in 
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this house, or the President’s mansion, or than ¢ 
those now preparing for the Treasury Depart- 
ment and the Patent Office. He was opposed to 
all unnecessary expenge; and, if this resolution 
was to go to the committee, he hoped that his 
amendment would be suffered to go along with it. 

Mr. LINCOLN was opposed to the postpone- 
ment, as calculated to prevent any definite action 
on the subject during the present session of Con- 
gress. It would be recofected that to-day and 
to-morrow had been specially set apart for the 
consideration of territorial business; and if the 
postponement took place as proposed, it might 
require a suspension of the rule to get at this 
subject; so that postponement ull to-morrow 
might, in fact, be equivalent to postponement for 
the residue of the session. Already this morn- 
ing a question involving, in some degree, the 
same subject-matter of inquiry, had been referred 
to the committee. Nothing, therefore, was to be 
gained by postponement. 

As to the material, he thought he could satisfy 
the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Tatsarerro] 
that a more wasteful expenditure of the public 
money had never been known in this Government 
than that in the purchase of the material for the 
public buildings, to say nothing of the shape or 
plan. It would cost the Government $64,000 
more for the construction of a building of such 
material than if constructed of another. What 
was this congelated sandstone? ‘There were 
now, in buildings constructed of that stone, 
masses of rude clay; the water had gotin, which, 
with the expansion of frost, had riven asunder 
some of the parts. A portion might be perfo- 
rated by a fine stick, and it was necessary for the 
workmen to take itout. It was very unsafe and 
insecure; and, instead of giving fifty-seven cents 
a foot forthiscongelated sandstone, granite might 
be obtained at forty cents. At this very moment 
there was an application before the Committee on 
Public Buildings for an appropriation of $12,000 
to paint the very structure now in the course of 
erection. Twenty thousand dollars had been 
expended in five years for that object. ‘The stone 
was such an absorbent of water that the building 
could not be secure unless it was painted. As to 
the appearance. he cared little about it, whether 
painted or not; but he looked to the extravagant 
waste of the public money. By using another 
material, more than thirty-six per cent, would be 
saved upon the cost, besides the expense of 
painting every three years, 

He thought the subject should go to the ecom- 
mittee, whose duty it would be to report all the 
facts—what was the cheapest and best material 
of which to construct these buildings. 

Mr. BRONSON inquired what would be the 
effect of the previous question ? 

The SPEAKER said it would be to bring the 
House to a vote on the resolution. 

Mr. BRONSON said he would not then move 
it, bat would move to lay the subject on the table. 

Mr. THOMAS suggested that a memorial had 
this morning been referred to the Committee on 
Public Buildings of the same purport as this res- 
olution. The power of the committee, therefore, 





| would be neither increased nor diminished by the 


every proper expenditure of the public money; | 


| for where was the necessity of building these 


Departments on the seale of palaces? If they | 
were built of a material respectable in its appear- | 


ance and enduring in its nature, the public should 
not expect anything beyond the outlay necessary 
to secure these two objects. 

Now, his amendment provided, in substance, 
that all the public buildings which might here- 
after be constructed in Washington should be 
built of the same material as the house in which 
The President’s mansion, the 
Treasury building, the Patent Office, were all 
built of one material; and he asked that all future 
buildings might be similarly built, unless a cheaper 
and more stable material could be used. There 
was no better looking edifice in the country than 


| 
i} 
| 
1} 
|| 
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it 
} 
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; 
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| cation. 


reference of this resolution. 

Mr. BRONSON withdrew his motion to lay 
on the table at the request of 

Mr. TALIAFERRO, who said he could not 
well perceive how the House could get into a de- 
bate on a matter of this kind. The proposition 
was a very simple one; and if the gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. Lincotn] was correct in his 


| statemerft of facts, there could be no further ques- 


tion. If granite could be furnished cheaper than 
any other material, then he (Mr. T.) was for 
granite. But what did all the estimates of the 
mechanics say, when the Treasury building and 
the Patent Office were about to be constructed ? 
The whole estimates showed that the expense of 
building with granite would be more than double. 
He was willing to make issue with the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, and if the gentleman would 
permit the resolution to pass with the modifica- 
_ which he (Mr. T.) would suggest, namely 
tlfit the cheapest plan should be adopted, there 
would be an end of the matter. 

Mr. PRATT said he would accept the modif- 
He was one of the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds, and conceived it his daty 
to bring the matter before the House. His sense 
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course to him; as he had no disposition to debate 
this matter further, and to save the time of the 
House, he would accept.the modificauon. He 
had the certificate of the Commissioner of Public 
Zuildings that granite Was seventeen cents less 
per foot than freestone. ; 

Mr. T'ALIAFERRO said he should know 
something of this matter. Did the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Alr. Linconn] ever see a 
precious metal without dross? ‘The fault was in 
the construction, and not in the material, if any 
flaws hud been found, as the gentleman described. 

Mr. LINCOLN was understood to say he 
would state that, as to one of the columns of the 
President's House, a part of ithad come asunder, 
and thatit had been necessary to supply its place, 
in consequence of the operation of the frost; and 
that, as to other columns now finished in the new 
building, there were various places in which the 
material had decayed from three to five inches. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO said there was a perfect 
as well as an imperfect formation of marble. So 
it was with the freestone which the gentleman 
(in ridicule, he supposed,) had denominated sand- 
stone. Lut he (Mr. T.) insisted that the archi- 
tect was bound to look and see that it was per- 
fect. : 

There was agreat mistake here if gentlemen 
supposed that paint was necessary for the pres- 
ervation or the comfort of edifices built of free- 
stone. He spoke from experience. It was not 
necessary,although it might improve the appear- 
ance. ‘That was a matter of taste, 

The appropriate points for the House to con- 
sider were usefulness and economy. 

Mr. NAYLOR said he would not occupy the 
time of the House; but he had been about to ask 
leave of the House to introduce a resolution on 
this subject. He held in his hand one which he 
thought would suit the views of all. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO, understanding Mr.Prart 
to have accepted his modification, withdrew the 
motion to postpone. 

And the question recurring on commitment, 

Mr. NAYLOR said that the House was aware 
that, within a few days, the Committee on Public 
Buildings had submitted estimates for a General 
Post Office building, to be constructed of split 
granite. He had been informed, by those com- 
petent to judge, that the building could be con- 
structed better, and at much less cost, of marble. 

Mr. N, then offered a substitute for the resolu- 
tion of the gentleman from New York, and ex- 
pressed a hope that it would not be objected to 

Mr. LINCOLN apprehended that the in 
»xroposed would cause delay on the action of the 
Cit for the construction of a Post Office building. 
He was opposed to delay; and all difficulty might 
be obviated by referring the question of material 
to the President. 

Mr. HAYNESsaid if he understood the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
Narwor,]} he was in favor of its adoption. It 
was certainly important, when we were about to 
erect public buildings to last as long as materials 
can jast, to have estimates from a competent 
source of the cost and durability of such mate- 
rials. He was, therefore, in favor of the pro- 
posed amendment. But he would saya word of 
the course of the Committee on Public Buildings. 
‘“*A change had come o’er the spirit of their 
dream ”’ since the last session of Congress. Then 
we heard nothing but the cry of economy, when 
we were urged to pull down the new Treasury 
building, and remove its materials to the site for 
a General Post Office, and, perchance, When that 
building should be partially constructed, to pull 
it down, and carry back the material to its ori- 
ginal place. Now that committee goes for the 
more exp. nsive materials of granite or marble. 

Mr. GRANT moved the previous question, 
but withdrew it, and moved to lay the subject on 
the table; which motion was rejected. 

Mr. PRATT then modified his resolution to 
read as follows: 


Resoived, That the Committee on Public Buildings be 


instructed to inquire into the expediency of having the pub- 
lic buildings hereafter to be erected built of either martle 
or granite, instead of the stone that has been used ; and that 
snid committee report to this House which of these mate- 
rials is the most desirable and economical, and the several 
prices at which each of said materials can be furnished. 


Mr. P. demanded the previous question; which 
was seconded. 


qpiry 


And the main question (being on the adoption || sphere we are, of necessity, more immediate! 


of the resolution) was ordered, and taken; and 
the resolution, as modified, was adopted. 


Whereas, on the 30th day of January, in the year of our 
Lord 1839, there were driven by the doors of the Capitol of 
the United States in view of members of both Houses of 
Congress, thirty men chained and handeuffed, together with 
twenty women and children; and whereas there are cir- 


| 


cumstances which justify a strong suspicion that it was for 


no offense against the laws of the United States, or of any 


of the States, that said men, women, and children were | 


chained, handcuffed, and driven as aforesaid: Therefore, 


Resoived, ‘That a committee of seven members of the | 


House be forthwith appointed to inquire and report— 


J. The authority under which the said men, women, and | 


children were thus chained, handcuffed, and driven as 
aforesaid ; 
2. Whether they were charged with the commission of 


crimes; and if so, cf what crimes, and when and where | 


committed ; 

3. Whether they had been convicted of crimes, and if so, 
of what crimes, and by what tribunal convicted; and 

4. Whether the persons who chained, handcuffed, and 
drove the said men, women, and children were officers of 
the United States, duly authorized to have the custody of 
criminals within the District of Columbia; and, if so, 
whether they committéd said men, women, and children 
to the common jail of said District for trial, or to the peni- 
tentiary thereof for punishment. 

Resolved, That said committee be authorized to send for 
persons and papers, and to report to this House by bill or 
otherwise. 


Mr. STANLY inquired of the Chair if the 
resolution was received ? 

The SPEAKER said it was. 

Objection being made, 


Mr. CRABB inquired of the Chair whether the | 


resolution would not be laid on the table, under 
the resolution of the 12th December? 


when it came up in its proper place. 
On motion of Mr. BRONSON, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making an ap- 
propriation for the erection of a fort or other military works 
on Barvett Point, in the river St. Lawrence, in the county 
of Jefferson, and State of New York. 


Mr. FILLMORE, on leave, presented to’ the 


House several petitions; which were appropri- | 


ately referred. 
Mr. TAYLOR submitted the following reso- 
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of duty to the public interest dictated such a | 


4 F , 3 || Powers, to declare that we should consider any at 
Mr. SLADE offered the following resolution: | their part to extend their system to any puhigne tempt on 


|| transmit to this Honse a copy of a comimunication from Com. 


The SPEAKER said he would decide that point 


lution; which, under the rule, lies over one day: | 
Resolved, That the 20th rule of this House, which pro- | 


vides that “all the States and Territories’? shall be called 


for resolutions on each alternate Monday, during each ses- | 


sion of Congress, be suspended, after this day, during the 
remainder of the session. 


On motion of Mr. DE GRAFF, it was 


Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 


structed to inquire into the propriety of passing a bill pro- | 


viding for the settlement of the accounts of the late purser 
Melancton W. Bostwick, and other officers and men who 
were lost in the year 1815, on board the brig-of-war Eper- 
vier, which was foundered at sea. 


Mr. TITUS submitted the following resolu- | 


tion; which, under the rule, lies one day upon 
the table: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
discharged from the further consideration of a resolution of 


this House, of the 14th January, instructing said committee | 


to inquire into the expediency of an explanatory act in re- | 


lation to the laws imposing duties on imports ; and, also, 


from the further consideration of a communication from | 


the Secretary of the Treasury, on the same day, upon the 
same subject; and that the said resolution and communi- 
cation be referred to a select committee. 


On motion of Mr. EVERETT, it was 

Resolved, That so much of the resolution of this House 
of the 14th January, as requires the Secretiry of War to 
transmit to this House any part of the proceedings of the 


commissioners under the fourteenth article of the treaty of || 


1830 with the Cherokee Indians, be, and the same is here- 
by, rescinded. 


On motion of Mr. INGHAM, it was 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be instructed 


to communicate to this House a statement of the annual | 


expenditures for each revenue cutter, consisting of repairs, 


equipments, rations, officers and scamen’s wages, and other | 


incidental expenses, for the year 1830 to 1838. 
On motion of Mr. TILLINGHAST, it was 


Resolved, That Caleb Williams, jr., and 8. W. Heart, 
praying by petition for the remission of certain duties, have 
leate to withdraw said petitions and the papers filed there- 
with. 


On motion of Mr. CUSHING, the House took | 


up for consideration the following preamble and 
resolution submitted by him on 3ist December: 
Whereas, in the message of the President of the United 
States, at the opening of the Eighteenth Congress, it was, 
among other things, avowed and proclaimed as the settled 


national policy of the United States, that, “ in the wars of | 
the European Powers, in matters relating to themselves, | 


we have never taken any part, nor does it comport with our 
policy so to de ;°? that, ** with the movements iv this hemi- 


| On motion of Mr. BORDEN, it was 


|| extending a post route to the village of Westport Point, ia 


February ll. 


: Y connected.» 
| that ** we owe it, therefore, to candor, and to the ee 
relations existing between the United States and those 


? f this hemi. 
| sphere as dangerous to our peace and safety ;” that, « With 


the existing colonies or dependencies of any Euro : 
Power, we have not interfered, and shall not interfere - se 
| with the Governments who have declared their independ. 
ence and maintained it, andavhose independence we hay, 
on great consideration and On just principles, acknowled ed, 
we could not view any interposition for the Purpose of yp’ 
| pressing them, or controlling in any other manner their Po 
tiny, by any European Power, or in any other light than as 
| the manifestation of an unfriendly disposition towards the 

United States ;”’ and that ‘ it is impossible, therefore, that 
we should behold such interposition, in any form, with jp. 
difference.”’ 

Resolved, therefore, That the President of the United 
States be requested to inform this House, if the same be 
not, in his judgment, incompatible with the public interes, 
what explanations the King of the French has rendered to 
the United States in relation to the recent blockade of a 
part of the eoast of the Mexican Repubiic by France; the 
| treatment of vessels of the United States, public or private 
| by the blockading squadron; the reduction of the castle of 
San Juan de'Ulioa; aud the ulterior views and designs of 
the French Government respecting the Mexican Republic, 
Also, to inform the House whether he has proffered to either 
of the contending parties the mediation of the United States 
in the premises, and to communicate any correspondence 
| On the subjects aforesaid which may have passed betweeq 

the Government of the United States and that of Franee, 

And that the President be in like manner requested to com. 

municate to the House information of the >ame tenor iq 
| regard to the blockade of the Rio de la Plata by the Frene) 
| and the differences existing between the French Govern. 
ment and that of the Argentine Republic. 












































































The resolution was then agreed to. 
On motion of Mr. LINCOLN, it was 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 


| modore Jesse D. Elliott to the late Secretary of the Navy, 
| which accompanied the Commodore’s transmission of the 
proceedings of the said court-martial against Lieutenant C, 
J. Hunter, together with the deposition of the Governor of 
Minorca in relation to the transactions involved in the sub- 
jeet before said court. Also, that he lay before this House 
copies of all communications and papers furnished to the 
Department by Commodore Elliott in explanation of, or 
having reference 10, the complaint of Passed Midshipman 
| Barton against the Commodore, a copy of which was called 
tor by a resolution of this House of the Ist February instant; 
and also of all communications on file in the Departinent in 
| relation to the presentation of a service of plate to Com- 
modore Elliott by the crew of the American frigate Con- 
stitution, during the last cruise of the said ship under his 
command. 


Mr. ANDREWS submitted the following res- 
olution; which, under the rule, lies one day on 
the table: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy communicate 
to this House the names of all the Navy officers who have 
been Waiting orders on furlough, or otherwise off duty, for 
more than six months past, with the length of time they 
| have been so off duty, the amount of pay each has received, 
and whether any officer of the Navy receives a pension for 
disability, at the same time he is receiving pay as an officer, 
with the names and amount in each case. 


On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire upon what terms the Indian portraits, 
taken by George Catlin, of distinguished chiefs and braves, 
belonging to about forty different nations, together with the 
costumes, other cnriosities, and sketches of the country, 
collected and taken by the said Catlin, during seven years’ 
residence with and among the different tribes of western 
Indians, can be obtained by the Government, and into the 
expediency of purchasing the same. 


On motion of Mr. REED, it was 


Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Commerce be directed 
to inquire into the expediency of providing for a survey of 
| a dangerous shoal called Nantucket South shoal, situated 
| in the ocean, twenty or thirty miles from land, and greatly 
| retarding and obstructing the navigation between the North- 
ern and Middle and Southern States, and also between the 
United States and Europe. Also, that they inquire into the 
expediency of providing buoys for the harbor of Wellflect 
and vicinity. 


On motion of Mr. FLETCHER, it was 


Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Commerce be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of making provision for 
a survey of the Comasset Rocks in Massachusetts bay, with 
a view to the erection of a light-house thereon. 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Rost Office and 
Post Roads be instructed t» inquire into the expediency of 


the town of Westport, Massachusetts. 


Mr. ADAMS submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which, under the rule, lies over one day: 


Resolved, That the rules and orders for conducting the 
business in the House of Representdfives be so amended, 
that in the proviso of the 18tu rule the word “ thirty” be 
struck out, and the word <‘ sixty’? inserted in ils place; 
and that in the last line but one of the said re the W 
“ day” be struck out, and the words “and fourth day” be 
\\ inserted in iis place. 
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